
11:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
4, 2010, Gateway Hotel and Conference
Center. Featuring: Jon Stetson, Ameri-
ca’s most amazing mentalist

T his will truly be a mind-blowing
event! Mark your calendars now
to attend the 2010 Annual Event
for the Ames Chamber of Com-

merce and Economic Development.
Make sure you don’t miss out on this
luncheon to commemorate the accom-
plishments of 2009 and to look ahead to
what’s in store in the months to come.
Your participation will provide not just a
substantial return on investment, it will
be a great Return on Intuition.

Again departing from the Annual
Event “routine,” this year’s event will
provide Chamber and AEDC members an
entertaining and motivational luncheon
program. In addition to recognizing the
winners of our annual Chamber, Econom-
ic Impact and YPA 4 Under 40 awards,
each attendee will leave with a firm grasp
on how each member has played a vital
role in the success of the Ames business
community. 

But that’s not all! This year, we are
pleased to present a truly dynamic
keynote speaker. In fact, to title him a
speaker is a bit of an understatement. Jon
Stetson is an entertainer, mentalist and

comedian who knows what you’re think-
ing. Combining the art of mystery with
the science of psychology and the power
of intuition, Jon challenges you to
believe that nothing is impossible.
Through entertainment and empower-
ment, Jon’s program, “Invest in Your
Intuition” will test your intuition, tap into
your subconscious minds to enhance cre-
ativity and decision-making, and awaken
you to the possibility of reaching your
full potential. Using total audience partic-
ipation, you don’t just watch this presen-
tation, you experience it! 

Watch for your invitation to arrive in
the mail soon, but mark your calendars
today!

Chamber UpdateDecember 2009

The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ANNUAL EVENT

Return on Intuition
Jon
Stetson
will be
the
keynote
speaker
at the
Annual
Event.
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4 UNDER 40

Time to nominate
an extraordinary
Young Professional

Y oung Professionals of
Ames is now accept-
ing nominations for
the fourth-annual 4

Under 40 awards. Do you know
or work with a young profes-
sional who excels in the work-
place, demonstrates leadership
in our community and deserves
to be recognized? We encour-
age you to nominate that person
for the YPA 4 Under 40: Lead-
ers of Today and Tomorrow
awards. Anyone can submit a
nomination, and any young pro-
fessional who lives or works in
Ames may be nominated. 

Criteria for the award:
• Nominee must be a young

professional age 21 to 40 (nom-
inee does not have to be a YPA
member).

• Nominee must live or work
in Ames.

• No self-nominations. 
• A complete nomination

form must be submitted (form
can be downloaded at
www.ameschamber.com).  

The deadline for submission
of the nomination form is Fri-
day, Dec. 18. Please contact
Megan if you have any ques-
tions. Awards will be presented
at the Ames Chamber Annual
Event on Thursday, Feb. 4,
2010.



2009 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cozette Hadley Rosburg, Chair 

Becker Underwood
Maureen Dockstader, Chair-elect/
Treasurer

LWBJ, LLP
Carol Kisling,Vice Chair, Community
Development

KASI/KCCQ
Chad Copley,Vice Chair, Membership

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
Jolene Randall,Vice Chair, Government
Affairs

Knapp-Tedesco Insurance
Darryl Bennett, Immediate Past Chair

Championship Productions & Duplication
Dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Bob Anders

U.S. Bank
Becky Barclay

Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
Brian Dieter

Mary Greeley Medical Center
Michelle King

The Krell Institute
Kim Linduska

DMACC
Frank Nogel

ISU Athletic Department
Daniel Oh

Renewable Energy Group
Mark Reinig

Iowa State University
Scott Sanders

First American Bank

The Chamber Update newsletter is pub-
lished by the Ames Chamber of Commerce,
1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110,Ames, IA,
50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US
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E
very year, the Ames
Chamber of Commerce
recognizes individuals
from our membership

who have shown exemplary
service in their profession or in
the community. The 2009 Cham-
ber Awards will honor the Busi-
ness Person of the Year, the
Entrepreneur of the Year and the
Community Involvement Award. 

We need your nominations!
Please review the criteria below
and consider who you know
among your fellow Ames Cham-
ber members who would be wor-
thy of such recognition. You can
find the nominations on our Web
site at www.ameschamber.com.
Please complete the forms by
Friday, Dec. 18. 

Awards will be presented on
the date of the Ames Chamber
Annual Event on Thursday, Feb.
4, 2010.

Entrepreneur of the Year
This award recognizes an

individual for his/her creativity,
imagination and personal initia-
tive in operating a successful
business venture.

Criteria:
• Must be the owner of a

Chamber member business.
• Shows innovation and initia-

tive regarding business product
or service.

• Demonstrates problem-solv-
ing skills.

• Has met a need in a unique
and creative way.

• Has proven business growth
attributed to efforts.

• Shows success of their busi-
ness as demonstrated by income,
sales, number of employees, etc.

• Has had community impact
and involvement.

• Displays mentoring and
leadership skills.

Award for Community
Involvement 

This award recognizes an
individual for his or her personal
involvement and enthusiasm in a
variety of civic and/or service
organizations and his or her
effort in improving the quality
of life in the community.

Criteria:
• Must be a Chamber member.
• Shows commitment and vol-

unteerism in community proj-
ects.

• Has held a leadership posi-
tion.

• Is a role model and mentor
to others.

• Is an advocate for communi-
ty issues at a local, state or

national level. 
• Demonstrates effort to

employ the handicapped or dis-
advantaged.

• Demonstrates compassion,
humility and nondiscrimination.

Business Person of the
Year

This award recognizes an indi-
vidual for his ro her long term
commitment to their own business
as well as the business climate and
quality of life in the community.

Criteria:
• Must be a manager, owner or

employee of a Chamber member
business or organization.

• Assists in the growth and
success of business.

• Demonstrates the ability to
positively respond to adversity.

• Is involved in a professional
organization(s).

• Committed to quality of a
product and/or service.

• Demonstrates initiative in
assisting others.

• Demonstrates concern for
community betterment.

• Demonstrates leadership
skills.

• Is involved with the Ames
Chamber of Commerce.

• Is involved in improving the
local business climate.

2009 CHAMBER AWARDS

Time to make
your nominations



HEALTH CARE
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T he Nov. 3 elections
in Ames attracted the
largest number of
candidates in

decades for City Council posi-
tions, and all but one seat was
determined on Election Day.
Iowa law requires that an elec-
tion be won with at least “50
percent + 1” of the votes cast.
A 4-man race in the city’s
Third Ward has resulted in a
run-off between the top two
vote-getters: incumbent, Ryan
Doll, and challenger, Jeremy
Davis. The run-off election for
Ward 3 residents (largely
southwest Ames) is Tuesday,
Dec. 1, and polls will again be

open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. All
regular Ward 3 polling loca-
tions will be open.

The Ames Chamber would
like to congratulate the win-
ners determined on Nov. 3:

• Mayor: Ann Campbell
(incumbent)

• City Council, At Large:
Peter Orazem

• City Council, Ward 1:
Tom Wacha

The new council members
will start their terms in Janu-
ary 2010.

Also elected in the Nov. 3
election were Trustees for the
Mary Greeley Medical Cen-
ter Board. We congratulate
Louis Banitt and Mary
Kitchell, who were elected
for full four-year terms, and
Brad Heemstra, who was
elected to fill a vacancy for a
two-year term.

E ven though the elec-
tion season is almost
behind us, there is
much more ahead for

the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce Government Affairs pro-
gramming. Mark your calendars
for these 2010 events that con-
nect you with our elected repre-
sentatives:

• State Legislative
Luncheon, noon to 1 p.m., Fri-
day, Jan. 29, Oakwood Road
Church.

• Government Affairs Com-
mittee, noon to 1 p.m., Friday,
Feb. 5, Ames Chamber.

• Ames Chamber Day at the
Capitol, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tues-

day, Feb. 9, State Capitol Build-
ing, Des Moines.

• State Legislative
Luncheon, noon to 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 26, First National Bank.

• Government Affairs Com-
mittee, noon to 1 p.m., Friday,
March 5, Ames Chamber.

• YP Iowa Day at the Capi-
tol, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 10, State
Capitol Building, Des Moines
(register at www.ypiowa.com).

• County Legislative Lun-
cheon, noon to 1 p.m., Friday,
March 26,  Hickory’s Hall.

• Government Affairs Com-
mittee, noon to 1 p.m., Friday,
April 2, Ames Chamber.

ELECTION

Congratulations to the
new city government

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Be a part of the
action in 2010

Chamber offers educational forum

I t wasn’t the weather that was keep-
ing Iowa hot this past summer;
some would argue there was a lot
of heat generated throughout the

state at each town hall meeting as U.S.
Representatives and Senators met with
their constituents on one issue in particu-
lar, healthcare.

Late on Nov. 7, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed the HR 3962
health care bill, entitled the “Affordable
Health Care for America Act,” with a
vote of 220-215. The bill now moves to
the U.S. Senate for vote in January 2010.

The close vote could be seen as an
indicator of why so much debate and
confusion continues across the country,
and with a 1,990-page bill, it’s no won-
der. A health care bill of this nature will
definitely impact the entire country and
will have specific implications for
Iowans in particular. 

Before the Senate votes in January,
the Ames Chamber of Commerce wants
to provide its members with an educa-
tional opportunity to hear from repre-
sentatives on either side of the health
care bill.

AMES CHAMBER HEALTH CARE FORUM

When: 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11.
Where: Mary Greeley Medical Center South Auditorium*.
Cost: $5 per Ames Chamber member; Lunch provided.
Register: Online at www.ameschamber.com

*location subject to change based on attendance numbers.

The Ames Chamber offers special thanks to Knapp-Tedesco Insurance for
their sponsorship to supplement costs for this event.



AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE |  DECEMBER 2009PAGE 4

RIBBON CUTTINGS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Lutheran Services in Iowa, Beloit Campus observed its 60th anniversary
with a ribbon cutting ceremony Oct. 20. LSI provides programs that benefit more
than 4,000 Iowans, including providing home health care, assisting families in crisis,
supporting people with disabilities and helping prevent child abuse. Stop by its
campus at 1323 Northwestern Ave. www.lsiia.org.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Aaron’s Sales and Lease, 202 South Duff Ave., celebrated its store opening with
a ribbon cutting Oct. 19. It offers lease ownership and specialty retailing of office
furniture, consumer electronics, home appliances and electronics. Call manager
Kyle at (515) 233-3185 for more information. www.shopaarons.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Heartland Senior Services of Story County received five new buses from HIRTA and
was happy to celebrate with a ribbon cutting on Nov. 5. In addition,Heartland’s 35th
anniversary of transportation services in Story County will be observed this coming year.
Heartland serves seniors throughout Story County and provides transportation for more
than 65,000 riders annually.Heartland is located at 205 South Walnut St. and may be
reached at (515) 232-2906 for more information.www.HeartlandSeniorServices.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Mid-Iowa Satellite celebrated a one-year anniversary Nov. 10. It is an authorized
retail agent for DirecTV, Dish Network and Wild Blue high-speed internet. Selling and
installing televisions in both the residential and commercial markets is its specialty. Call
Mid-Iowa Satellite at (515) 233-1112 for installation and service or stop by its location
at 1614 South Kellogg Ave. www.mid-iowsatellite.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Melissa Stenstrom Fine Jewelry held a ribbon cutting Nov. 12 to introduce her
business to the Ames community. Melissa makes original and custom jewelry in 
silver and gold and loves to make jewelry personal.Also featured in her store are
local artists’ collections of handmade paper cutting and functional pottery pieces.
Visit Melissa at 507 Main Street Suite 1, or call her at (515) 451-1318 to arrange an
appointment. www.melissastenstrom.com.
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RIBBON CUTTINGS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Story County Community Foundation celebrated its new office space with a
ribbon cutting Nov. 3. It was formed as an all-volunteer community foundation in
2005.This year, it will award close to $95,000 in grants which brings its total
awards to nearly $318,000 in five years. Located at 506 Kellogg Ave., it exists to
foster giving, strengthen service providers and improve the conditions of Story
County. Call its office at (515) 232-5445. www.storycountyfoundation.org.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Formative Years, located at 4510 Todd Drive, celebrated its new ownership on
Oct. 27 with a ribbon cutting. It has provided quality preschool and school-age
programs since 1986, and it prides itself in the professionalism of its staff and being
a “partner for working parents.” To find out more information about its pro-
grams, call (515) 292-3609. www.formativeyears.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Coe’s Floral and Gifts kicked off its holiday season with a ribbon cutting on
Nov. 6. It is a full-service florist, home décor and gift store.Voted the best florist
in Story County in 2009, it has been serving Ames since 1932. Come check out its
holiday merchandise at 2619 Northridge Parkway or call (515) 292-5432 to order
your holiday bouquets. www.coesflowers.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Consumer Credit Counseling Service, located at 1608 South Duff Ave., held a
ribbon cutting on Oct. 21 to celebrate its five-year anniversary in Ames. Clients can
get assistance with their financial concerns, budgets and plans for financial freedom.
CCCS is accredited and licensed by the state of Iowa. Call Tony for more information
at (515) 296-1968. www.ccsia.org.
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AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS

UPCOMING RIBBON CUTTINGS:
• 11 a.m. | Thursday, Dec. 3 | Craftsmen Carpet Care | 615 South Dayton Ave. Suite 101
• 11 a.m. | Tuesday, Dec. 8 | Story County Extension | 220 H Ave., Nevada 
• 4 p.m. | Friday, Dec. 18 | At-Home Care Company | 113 Colorado Ave. Suite 209
If your business has a reason to celebrate, from a grand opening or relocation to an anniversary or change in ownership, draw some attention

with a ribbon cutting by bringing Chamber members and media to you! Contact Cindy, (515) 232-2310, to schedule a Ribbon Cutting of your own! 

✂

RIBBON CUTTINGS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Cornerstone Church of Ames announced the completion of its new auditorium
and children’s area by celebrating with a ribbon cutting on Oct. 30. Fifteen years
after its establishment, it has more than 2,000 attendees. However, its primary focus
remains to become a God-centered community of obedient believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Located on the NE corner of U.S. Highway 30 and Interstate 35, call
(515) 232-5488 or visit www.cornerstonelife.com for more information.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Ville Day Spa, located at 2610 Northridge Parkway, Suite 101, celebrated its fifth
year of business on Nov. 6. It specializes in spa services by licensed professionals
in its Italian themed Spa. Stop by for a complimentary tour or call (515) 268-4644
for your Ville Day Spa appointment. www.villedayspa.com.

Roxanne Aden,The Tribune
Kim Behrendt,Wells Fargo Bank
Darryl Bennett, Championship 

Productions
Steve Bock, RE/MAX
Andy Boeding, First American Bank
Dominic Boomgarden, U.S. Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Ross Buffington, Exchange State 

Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at 

Somerset
John Coder,Ames Community Bank

Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank
Scott Gabrielson, Knapp Tedesco 

Insurance
Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit
Union
Casey Roth, First National Bank
Barry Green,Ames Community Bank
John Greving,The Tribune
Abby Hausmann, Blood Center

of Iowa
Patrick Henry,Adams Funeral Home
Kyle Horn, Manpower
Susan Hoshor, Knapp Tedesco Insurance

Traci Jennings, RE/MAX Real Estate 
Center

Matt Julich, Bear Marketing
Sara Lehman, First National Bank
Joy Leister,Valley Bank
Ryan Lynch, First National Bank
Angela Moore, Ames Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
David Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Tom Randall,Tom Randall Real 

Estate Team
Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland 

Technology Solutions

Mary Beth Scott,The Tribune/About 
People

Nathan Scott, U.S. Bank
Claudia Shebetka,Woodruff 

Design/Construction
Michael Sills, OnMedia Precision TV 

Advertising
Kristine Snyder, Gateway Hotel & 

Conference Center
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
Adam Steil, F&M Bank
Austin Woodin, Edward Jones 

Investments
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Thank you to the following members
who have donated 10 percent more than
their annual dues for Chamber projects:

Ann Campbell
Craftsmen Carpet Care
Judy Gilger
Dick and Sandy Horton
HWS Consulting Group
Iowa State University 
Jami Larson
Pita Pit

Because of contributions from mem-
bers like these, the Ames Chamber can
maintain a level of excellence in the
services we provide. All of our Gold
Members will be recognized with a Gold
Member decal and at our Annual Event.

CHAMBER

M E M B E R S
Advocare provides nutritional products to help
meet your personal goals for energy, overall
health, weight loss, muscle and more. As an Inde-
pendent Distributor, Mary Wilkins is happy to
help you reach your health goals. Call her at 460-
4949 or visit her Web site at
www.advocare.com/0906167.

Ag Leader Technology Inc. is a pioneer and
technology innovator of precision agriculture
hardware and software. This company manufac-
tures and markets industry leading precision farm-
ing technology designed to help growers make
smart, profitable business decisions. Founded in
1992, the company has achieved consistent
growth and expansion by providing value-based
products that help growers and Ag professionals
achieve and maintain a successful
operation. www.agleader.com.

The Chamber welcomes new individual member,
Lisa Biggs, 5322 Durant St., to our Chamber
membership! Lisa is also a new member of the
Young Professionals of Ames.

Craftsmen Carpet Care, located at 615 South
Duff Ave. Suite 101, offers a wide variety of serv-
ices including carpet and upholstery cleaning, tile
and grout cleaning, expert spot and stain removal,
and carpet repairs and re-stretching. Serving Ames
and surrounding communities, owner Russ Bran-
son is an IICRC certified rug cleaner and promis-
es great customer service. Call Russ at 515-708-
4575. www.craftsmencarpetcare.com.

Cyclone Advantage is a local painting company
established to provide Ames, Des Moines and the
surrounding areas with a unique painting experi-
ence. They pride themselves in providing a quality
paint job with outstanding customer service. Con-
sider the reliable professionals of Cyclone Advan-
tage for all your painting needs. Contact owner,
Lyle, at 209-1061 for more information.

Welcome, new
Ames Chamber

members

Are YOU a member of the
Chamber of Commerce?

Make new connections, promote
your business, take advantage of
professional development pro-
grams and more when you join
the Ames Chamber of Commerce.
Contact Membership Director
Cindy Doolittle at (515) 232-2310
for more information on how you
or your organization can become
a Chamber member.

When you join, here are some of
the many benefits you can take
advantage of right away!

• Post coupons on our Web site
for FREE.

• Attend monthly Business After
Hours, Business at Breakfasts,
Business Improvement Forums,
Speed Networking and more for
FREE.

• Take advantage of reasonably
priced ways to promote your busi-
ness such as ribbon cuttings, mail-
ing labels and membership mailer,
just to name a few.

• Discounted Young Professionals
of Ames membership (ages 21 to
40).

You may apply for membership
directly at
www.ameschamber.com 
or contact Membership Director
Cindy at 232-2310 or
cindy@ameschamber.com.

Ames Chamber 
and AEDC staff

• Dan Culhane
President/CEO 

• Eve Doi
Vice President, Communications and
Chamber Operations 

• Ron Hallenbeck
Vice President, Existing Industry 

• Cindy Doolittle
Membership Director 

• Crystal Davis
Program Manager 

• Megan Backman
Program Manager 

• Amy Mogren
Finance and Administration Manager 

• Meghan Steward
Receptionist  

• Bob Vohs
Volunteer 

• Jayne McGuire
Main Street Cultural District Director 

• Jennifer Schill
Main Street Cultural District Events
Coordinator
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T he 2009-10 Leadership Ames
Class has been busy develop-
ing leadership skills and learn-

ing about the surrounding Ames com-
munity through sessions on nonprofit
organizations, Ames schools, health-
care and city government. Class
XXIII has just formed its service proj-
ect teams, and the Ames community
will soon benefit from its efforts and
hard work. Stay tuned for more excit-
ing things to come from this year’s
rising group of community leaders!

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Amy Juhnke, Class 23 Co-Chair (Lutheran Services in Iowa)
and John Middents (Heartland Senior Services) visit during
Chamber/NonProfit Day.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Left to right: Belinda Meis (Lutheran Services in Iowa), Bill Talbot (Newbrough
Law Firm), Lynne Carey (Ames Public Library), Charlie Kuester (City of
Ames) and Neal Dietz (US Bank) participate in a team-building activity.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Left to right: Sam Stagg (Haila Architecture, Structure, Planning), Jacob Varghese 
(Cornerstone Church of Ames), Charlie Kuester (City of Ames),Aaron Mortvedt 
(Gateway Hotel and Conference Center) and Jenny Pollard (ISU Alumni Association) 
listen to Ames High School Principal Mike McGrory discuss Iowa Core Curriculum 
during Ames Community Schools Day.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

As Bill Talbot (Newbrough Law Firm) listens, Judi Eyles (ISU
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship) shares her view on
“How I See Ames.”

LEADERSHIP
AMES

What has
Leadership
Class 23
been up to?
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December calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce I AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission I BAH: Business After Hours I C: Chamber office I R/C: Ribbon cutting I YPA: Young Professionals of Ames

Noon: Gov’t
Affairs Committee

Christmas Day

11:45 a.m.: Health
Care Lunch Forum
(Library)

YPA Read with Me

Noon: Education
Connections (C)

7:30 a.m.: Bus.
Improv. Council (C)

5 p.m.: BAH (3M)

11:30 a.m.:
YPA Lunch &
Learn (ISUF)

8 a.m.: Leadership
Ames
Noon: Membership
Committee (C)

8:30 a.m.:Business
Improve (Hilton Inn)

5 p.m.: YPA ThAW
(Aunt Maude’s)

YPA Read with Me

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

Chamber closes at noon Chamber closed

Chamber closed

ISU graduation

YPA Read with Me Hannukah begins



Coe’s Floral and Gifts
owner Dan Brabec
shares tips and ideas
for starting a business

I n early 2002, Iowa State University
horticulture student Dan Brabec was
given the opportunity to purchase

Coe’s Floral and Gifts, a flower shop in
Campustown. As a 23 year-old Nebraska
native, Dan sought out the guidance of the
Small Business Administration to create
his plan and vision for the business. After
getting the backing of the SBA and
approaching three different financial insti-
tutions, Brabec was granted the financing
he needed to purchase the 70-year-old
business. One year later, armed with
knowledge from his hotel and restaurant
management classes as well management
experience from a Disney World intern-
ship, Brabec relocated the shop to Somer-
set after researching the demographics,
traffic counts and growth patterns of
Ames.

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, Brabec shared
this story about how he became a small
business owner and what tips he might
offer to the prospective business owner.
He recommended creating a thorough
business plan and researching the cus-
tomer by looking at community demo-
graphics as well as the average age and

household income of the local residents.
Brabec followed this process when open-
ing his second store in Ankeny called
Weeds and Twigs. By analyzing his future
Ankeny clientele as well as customers
coming in from outside areas, Brabec was
able to establish realistic sales goals. He
then calculated his costs right down to the
penny, utilities, employee costs, mainte-
nance of company vehicles, etc. After cre-
ating the business plan for his Ankeny
store, Brabec again showed the bank he
had done his research. He recommended
forming a good relationship with your
banker, as this will help the bank “build
trust in your vision” for the business.

Each semester, Brabec speaks to Iowa
State students about the “experiential
economy” by teaching them to “create a
place where people want to be” so they
associate your brand and store image with
a positive, exciting experience. Brabec
even shared a secret about how he makes
his Somerset flower shop smell divine
every time you walk in. Brabec creatively
works to create a feeling of home in his
store and educates his customers so they
feel like they’re part of the business. 

After more than seven years in busi-
ness, Brabec said he “wouldn’t trade it for
anything.” He said owning your own busi-
ness is “super rewarding,” and hearing
positive feedback from his customers
keeps him motivated. 

YPA gives back in
seventh year of 
Read With Me
Tuesday to Thursday, Dec. 8 to 10,
Ames Community Schools

I t’s that time of year again for YPA’s
sixth-annual Read With Me
event. Once again, the Young Profes-

sionals of Ames will read to every student
at Wilson-Beardshear Early Childhood
Center and every kindergarten class in the
Ames Community School District. At the
end of the reading adventure, each child
will receive a book to encourage reading

outside the classroom. In the past, YPA
has had nearly 50 volunteers reading to
more than 550 students! YPA members
are encouraged to consider volunteering
their time to make this year’s event anoth-
er great success. To volunteer, visit
www.ypames.com.

Mark your calendars:
Upcoming YPA events

• Thursday After Work: 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 10, Aunt Maude’s
Join fellow YPs for the annual
Holiday ThAW (Thursday After Work) on
Dec. 10. YPA members and guests will
gather at Aunt Maude’s from 5 to 7 p.m.,
where we will enjoy appetizers and drinks.
Remember, the appetizers are on us!
Members and nonmembers welcome.

• Lunch & Learn: Monday, Dec. 7,
ISU Foundation, 11:30 a.m. (lunch and
networking); noon to 1 p.m. (program), 
funding our community needs through
grants and charitable giving.

Community 
Foundation

T he Story County Community
Foundation is a nonprofit public
charity created by generous

local citizens. During this Lunch and
Learn, you will learn more about the
foundation, what the competitive grant
process entails, more about the funds
involved and the benefits of the
Endow Iowa Tax Credits. Suzan will
also share more information about the
IMAP grant (presented by Suzan
Shierholz, SCCF board president).

Ames Foundation

T he Ames Foundation serves as the
catalyst for the identification and
execution of projects that enhance

the quality of life and create a greater

sense of community among citizens. The
Ames Foundation leverages your charita-
ble gifts and offers significant Iowa tax
credits. For more than 30 years, The Ames
Foundation has sought out and raised
money for both large and small projects to
enhance the city, including the restoration
of the historic Bandshell Park; custodian
for gifts for the Veterans Memorial and
Ames Dog Park; welcome to Ames sign;
Time capsule in Stuart Smith Park and
many more (presented by Don Erick-
son, President of the Ames Founda-
tion).

Networking and lunch begin at 11:30
a.m. with the workshop beginning
promptly at noon at the ISU Foundation.
Lunch is free to all YPA members and $10
for nonmembers. Registration is limited to
the first 40 attendees, so register at
www.ypames.com today.
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES

Committee meetings
• Community Outreach and

Partnerships,Ames Chamber,
Noon,Tuesday, Dec. 8.
• Leadership and Professional

Development,Ames Chamber,
Noon, Monday, Dec. 14.

• Membership & Social,Ames
Chamber, Noon, Sunday, Dec. 17.

YPA 2008-09 
Annual Sponsors
Ames Chamber of Commerce
Ames Community Bank 
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Green Hills Health Care
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU Masters of Business 

Administration Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Nate Easter, HWS Consulting; Dan
Brabec, Coe’s Floral & Gifts; and
Nicole Gebhart, First National Bank
network after Dan’s presentation, Nov.
10, at Café Shi.
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A mes Main Street Cultural
District held its election of
the 2010 Central Committee
at its November general

membership meeting on Nov. 3. Elected
for the 2010 year were:

• President: Dr. Sonya Stoltze New-
strom (Stoltze and Stoltze Family Den-
tistry).

• Vice President: Tony Thrush
(Innova Ideas and Services).

• Past President: Tim Coble (Temp-
tations on Main).

• Treasurer: Stacy Dreyer (First
National Bank).

• City of Ames ex officio Represen-
tative: Jeff Benson.

• ISU Government of the Student
Body: Amanda Johnson. 

• Arts and Cultural Representa-
tive: Phyllis Craig (Octagon Center for
the Arts).

• Secretary: Geneva Templeton (The
Sun).

• Community Representative:
Heather Courtney (Olde Main Brewing
Company).

• At-Large Representative (Non-
Retail): Ngaire West Johnson (Images
by Ngaire). 

There are four committees integral to
the continued growth and vitality of the
district. As you read through the follow-
ing brief descriptions, please consider
how your talents or interests might be
utilized to aid the “heart of Ames” and
have some fun at the same time. Contact
Jayne McGuire, the Main Street Cultur-
al District director if you have interest in
serving on one of the following:

Organization: This committee
works to recruit and retain business
members as well as friends of Main
Street. Committee involvement includes
contacting new members about involve-
ment and encouraging volunteerism as
well as attending events on behalf of the

District. Chair: Sailu Timbo (Hy-Vee
Drugstore).

Business Improvement: This commit-
tee works to recruit and retain businesses
by promoting the availabilities and oppor-
tunities, creating business solutions in the
district, serving as a resource to downtown
businesses as well as a liaison to the City
of Ames. Co-chair persons: Terry Stark
(Chocolaterie Stam) and John Doyle (local
property owner.)

Promotions: This committee works to
plan and promote retail selling events, spe-
cial events and festivals, including Down-
town Dollar Days, Tune In To Main
Street, ArtWalk and MusicWalk, Fourth of
July Parade and Festival, and the holiday
open house. They also have input in the
marketing plan and campaigns for the Dis-
trict Chair: Andrea Gronau (Wells Fargo
Bank).

Design: This committee promotes

building and façade improvements, his-
toric preservation, well-designed window
displays, and visual merchandising. They
identify opportunities for visual improve-
ments to the district by maintaining green-
ery, banners, light posts and snowflakes.
Co-chair persons: Judy Gilger (Gilger
Designs) and Lou Cathcart (PostSprawl
Design). 

The Main Street Cultural District in
Ames was established in 2004. It was the
result of a two-year local initiative to cre-
ate a unique identity and focus for down-
town. MSCD is a membership organiza-
tion, open to anyone in the community
who would like to support its develop-
ment and enjoy its benefits. On May 18,
Ames was accepted into the Main Street
Iowa program within the Iowa Depart-
ment of Economic Development. Certifi-
cation provides improved highway sig-
nage and access to state and national pro-
grams that enhance the growth and devel-
opment of the district.

T here’s a snow-fall coming
that won’t be on the
weather forecast, but it’s
one that Main Street visi-

tors will actually be excited to see!
New this year to the holiday festiv-
ities in the Main Street Cultural
District is the Snowball Drop tak-
ing place at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
5, in Tom Evans Plaza. Holiday
revelers of all ages will be able to
witness a flurry of labeled “snow-
balls” (ping pong balls) that
include chances to win great prizes
and savings throughout the district. 

Hundreds of “snowballs” will
drop from the upper story win-
dows that look out in to the Plaza
located where Burnett Avenue runs
in to Main Street. The “snow” will
fly in two rounds, the first
reserved solely for younger chil-
dren. 

Be sure to think of the Main
Street Cultural District for your
holiday shopping this year.
Throughout the month of Decem-
ber, there will also be free Satur-
day parking on Main Street. For
more information on any of the
holiday activities, visit the Main
Street Cultural District Web site at
www.mainstreetculturaldistrict.com.

The Main Street Cultural Dis-
trict was established on Jan. 1,
2004; its mission is to advance
and promote downtown as the des-
tination district in the heart of our
community. MSCD is an affiliate
organization of the Ames Chamber
of Commerce.

MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT

2010 central committee elected

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Dr. Sonya Stoltze Newstrom (Stoltze and Stoltze Family Dentistry) is the new
president of the Main Street Cultural District’s 2010 Central Committee.

A ‘blizzard’
of activity
on Main
Street
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T he Ames Chamber of Com-
merce, as part of the Partners in
Education program, sponsored
the transportation for the Ames

High business students to attend the “Get
Motivated!” seminar in Des Moines on
Sept. 17. Tim Siefert, Ames High School
marketing instructor and DECA advisor,
submitted the following article with grat-
itude to the Chamber for helping to make
the trip possible.

“On September 17th, a group of 34
Ames High business students had the
opportunity to attend the GET MOTI-
VATED! Seminar held at the Wells
Fargo Arena in Des Moines. This semi-
nar featured many powerful individuals
such as Zig Ziglar, Gen. Colin Powell,
Laura Bush, Rudy Giuliani, Terry Brad-
shaw, Dr. Robert Schuller plus more. The
seminar made a positive impression on
(Ames High students) Ali Imran who
said, “It was a great experience and a
great opportunity to listen to public fig-
ures talk about their life lessons.” Jessica

King stated, “The businessman that I
was sitting next to was really impressed
that students from Ames High School
were at the conference.”

Among the topics presented to the
audience were developing management
skills, successful team building tech-
niques, increasing productivity, success-
ful time management and the importance
of customer service to mention just a
few. All speakers were very inspirational.
David Lewis commented that “It was a
great opportunity to experience some of
the greatest speakers in America. On
behalf of all the students who attended
the workshop, I would like to thank the
Ames Chamber of Commerce for their
support that made it possible for us to
attend this conference.” Mr. Tim Seifert,
AHS marketing instructor/DECA advisor
echoed the same sentiments and extend-
ed his appreciation to the Chamber for
their continued support in assisting high
school students further their personal and
professional development in the business
and marketing arena.

Submitted by Ryan Lynch

First National Bank

O n Oct. 20, a group of Ames
business people got together
for a very interesting Ames
Chamber Business Improve-

ment seminar titled Everyday Creativity
and Innovation. They did not know what
they were getting into. Judy Palko, pre-
senter with ATW Training and Consult-
ing, started by handing out a pack of
cards and asking questions. 

Palko first asked about what came to
mind when one thought of creativity and
started to stretch the participants’ thoughts
about how creativity plays a role in every-
one’s job or business. Each team’s first
task was to try to figure out if their group
had a person who had knowledge of each
moment written on one of the cards.
These ranged from “A memory of where
they were when JFK was shot” to “Do
you know the leader of the bad guys in
G.I. Joe?” This taught the participants that
having different people in your work
groups brought a variety of different
experiences and insights.

Throughout the morning the groups
did several activities and kept getting
rearranged into different configurations. A
high point of the seminar came when
Palko asked everyone to come up with as
many different “off the wall” product

ideas as possible. Groups came up with
many varied ideas including scented paint
to baby and dog translators to bacon fla-
vored burgers. In the span of only five
minutes the teams were able to come up
with close to 50 ideas, many of which
could be very viable new products. 

This half-day seminar was very
insightful. Participants walked away with
several takeaways. The most important of
which was to continually create and
improve within one’s work environment.
Not only should each individual do this,
but they should also encourage those
whom they work with to innovate as
well, and just see what can be accom-
plished.

Each Ames Chamber Business
Improvement seminar is getting better
than the last. The next half-day seminar
will be “A Passion for Results: Develop-
ing Strategies to Get What You Want in
2010!” It will be from 8:30 a.m. to noon
Thursday, Dec. 10. You can get more
information and sign up for it at
www.ameschamber.com.

Ryan Lynch is the Marketing Project Manager
for First National Bank and is Chair of the

Ames Chamber Business Improvement Council.
For more information about the December 10

seminar and other Ames Chamber professional
development opportunities, contact Crystal at

232-2310.

T he world is full of great peo-
ple with great ideas. What’s
the difference between those
who follow through on their

ideas and become successful and those
that have the ideas but fail to bring
them to fruition? For many, it’s their
ability to be working on the right
things at the right time with a sense of

urgency. It’s having clarity and focus
on the vision, and the passion to do
what it takes to be successful.

In this session, we will explore
what it takes to strategically accelerate
your ideas and your success. We will
explore the importance of:

• Aligning your vision (personal,
team or project) with your organiza-

tion, business unit or team.
• Outlining priorities and objectives

that move you toward your end result. 
Tackling goals with a true sense of
urgency and focus. 

• Using effective communication to
get things accomplished — faster! 

End the year strong and get ready
for success in 2010 by registering

NOW for our Business Improvement
Seminar, presented by ATW Training
and Consulting and the Ames Chamber
of Commerce. Registration for the
Thursday, Dec. 10, seminar is $65 for
members and $95 for non-members.
Register on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com, or call Crys-
tal at 232-2310.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT SEMINAR

December session will explore vision, priorities

Creativity plays a rolePARTNERS IN EDUCATION

Enjoying PIE 
at Ames High
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