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Priorities for Ames
to be brought to
Washington, D.C.
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his year’s annual Chamber trip to
Washington, D.C., will be Tuesday to Thursday, March 10 to 12.
This is a time when representatives
from the Ames community go to our
nation’s capitol to meet face-to-face
with our federal representatives to present our priority issues and requests.
While the Ames Chamber facilitates this
trip, the priorities presented are those of
our members including the city of
Ames, Story County, Iowa State University, DMACC and health care facilities as well as general business climate
issues.
The 2009 Ames delegation includes
the following individuals:
• Ann Campbell, City of Ames
mayor
• Dan Culhane, Ames Chamber &
AEDC president/CEO
• Eve Doi, Ames Chamber & AEDC
vice president of operations and communications
• Pam Elliot-Cain, ISU associate
vice president for business and finance
• Sheri Kyras, CyRide director of
transit

• Michele Mustain, regional representative for Congressman Tom Latham (Ames office)
• Jim Popken, city of Ames City
Council member
• Steve Schainker, city of Ames city
manager
In addition to meeting with Sen.
Charles Grassley, Sen. Tom Harkin and
Congressman Latham, for the first time,
the Ames delegation will also host a
reception in honor of all of Iowa’s elected
officials in Washington, along with their
staff members and other Iowa native federal employees. This reception is planned
to express thanks for their service along
with the federal assistance Ames has
received over the years, and also to establish more relationships with our federal
partners working for a better national
business climate.
Other agenda items scheduled for the
Ames group include meetings with federal agencies with ties to Ames (including
the Department of Energy and the Department of Agriculture), the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and Union Pacific Railroad.

here’s no better way to make
your voice heard in government than to let our legislators hear from you directly! Mark
your calendars to attend this year’s
Ames Chamber Day at the Capitol
on Tuesday, March 3. We will leave
Ames at 8 a.m. and return around 2
p.m.
This year, Chamber members can
look forward to an extended program, which includes small-group
lobbying and guest speakers along
with hosting a Hickory-Park lunch
for the full Iowa House and Senate.
Ames receives a lot of attention
from our state legislators, and along
with that attention comes millions of
dollars in funding. Because of the
work coming from Iowa State University, the ISU Research Park, Des
Moines Area Community College,
the city of Ames, and a large number
of businesses that have started,
expanded or relocated to Ames, our
community has been the recipient of
more assistance from our state government than many towns our size. It
is for this reason and many others we
have expanded our Ames Chamber
Day at the Capitol agenda to include
an opportunity to thank our elected
officials and to bring the best of

March Legislative
Luncheon
Noon, Friday, March 27, First
National Bank, 405 Fifth St., Ames
Chamber members are invited to
talk with our elected officials during
our legislative luncheon at noon Friday, March 27. The Iowa State legislators representing Story County will
be on hand to give an update of the
legislative session and to answer
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Jenniffer Westfall (Gateway Insurance), Jim Lohr (American Family),
Becky Perkovich (Mainstream
Living) and Jolene Randall
(Knapp-Tedesco) wait in the capitol
Rotunda to speak with legislators at
last year’s Chamber Day at the Capitol
Event.
Ames to them via company displays
set up around the capitol rotunda.
You can still participate in the
2009 Day at the Capitol if you register at www.ameschamber.com by
Monday, March 2.
If you have any questions, please
contact Eve at the Chamber at
eve@ameschamber.com.

questions and respond to concerns.
The Luncheon is free to all Chamber
members, but only if you RSVP by 5
p.m., Wednesday, March 25. To
RSVP,
register
online
at
www.ameschamber.com or e-mail
Eve at eve@ameschamber.com.
Thanks to our March legislative
luncheon sponsors: Becker-Underwood; Jon Lowman, Realtor (Hunziker & Associates); and VenuWorks.

The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.
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AMES: A LEGENDARY COMMUNITY
Ames has been receiving high accolades. Read on to see what the nation is saying about our community:

Money Magazine
One of the best places to live
Ames is ranked 53 out of “100 Best
Places to Live.” Money Magazine hails
Ames as a college town full of Cyclone
pride. Campustown has Café Beaudelaire
and Varsity Theatre charm, the magazine
raves. It is also home to the beautiful and
renowned Reiman Gardens, which has
exotic plants and stunning butterflies from
around the world. The magazine also recognized Barilla, 3M and CyRide’s presences in the community. Ames was chosen based on criteria that included plentiful jobs, excellent schools and affordable
housing.

Forbes Magazine
The sixth smartest city in America
According to Forbes Magazine,
“Some places are just magnets for the
brightest of the bright.” Forbes compiled
information from Sperling’s BestPlaces
on the population of metropolitan areas in
the U.S. and then ranked them based on
the percentage of their population, age 25
and over, with at least a bachelor’s

degree. The list includes cities with populations ranging from 80,000 to four million. Ames makes the list because 7.23
percent of the population has doctorates.
More than 93 percent of Ames’ population graduated high school and more than
46 percent have a bachelor’s degree or
higher.

Iowa Department
of Economic Development
Tourism community of the year
Ames was chosen for Tourism Community of the Year based on criteria
including outstanding performance, economic impact, effective marketing and a
well rounded mix of local events and
attractions. Local events included Special
Olympics State Summer Games, Iowa
Games and Iowa Shrine Bowl. Ames also
welcomed thousands of guests for RAGBRAI, American Barnstormers Tour, Hot
Rod Magazine Power Tour and the Farm
Progress Show.

CareerBuilder.com
One of the 25 best places to find a job
According to CareerBuilder.com, low
unemployment rates seem harder to come
by in today’s economy. Based on the most
recent data from the Bureau of Labor Sta-

tistics, Ames is the 11th best place to find a
job. Ames has a 3.1 percent unemployment
rate. It is one of only 40 cities across the
nation with unemployment rate that is
lower than 4 percent since July 2008.

America’s Promise
One of the top 100 communities
for youth
The America’s Promise Alliance and
Capital One assembled a list of 100 communities that find unique and effective
ways to ensure their young people receive
the resources necessary to stay in school
and succeed. In 2005, Ames joined the
Character Counts Coalition that focuses
on trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. The
Ames Police Department, the mayor, the
Ames Chamber of Commerce, The Tribune, Ames community schools and
numerous local businesses worked
together to instill the six pillars of characters in young students.

numerous and easy ways to appreciate
the city of Ames. It starts with Iowa State
University’s Memorial Union and the
classes offered on pottery, music and
basket weaving. Reiman Gardens are
also an exciting and popular attraction on
campus. It offers a butterfly garden, and
both indoor and outdoor botanical exhibitions.

Mother Earth News
One of the greatest places you’ve never
heard of
Mayor Ann Campbell has made great
strides in making Ames a greener and
healthier place to live. She teamed up
with the city council to purchase a fleet of
hybrid vehicles, construct public buildings to LEED standards, and continue the
success of the CyRide bus system. Residents love Ames because it offers a great
small-town feel but still offers big-city
amenities.

BusinessWeek
CNNMoney.com
One of the top 10 places to live a long life
Counties on the list of “Top Places to
Live a Long Life” enjoy some of the
highest life expectancies in the United
States. Story county is ranked number
two with a life expectancy rate at birth of
81.02 years. The site publicizes the

One of the best places to raise your kids
BusinessWeek’s 50 most kid-friendly
small towns and suburbs in the U.S. were
chosen based on low crime rates and cost
of living, as well as good schools, test
scores and culture. Ames was listed as
one of three Iowa cities that are perfect
for raising a family.
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AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS
Thank you,
outgoing board members
The Ames Chamber of Commerce and the Ames
Economic Development Commission wish to thank
all our board members for helping us maintain and
build on success year after year. Board members
meet regularly to lead and be the lead advocates of
the organization. They are held accountable to the
membership of the Ames Chamber and AEDC,
while they keep the organization staff accountable
to the set plan of work. The Ames Chamber and
AEDC rely on our board members to provide their
expertise, insight and guidance for continued success.

The Ames Chamber of Commerce and the Ames
Economic Development Commission recognizes
the following Board members whose terms ended
in 2008.
Thank you for generously sharing your time and
expertise with our organizations to make 2008 such
a legendary year.
Ames Chamber of Commerce outgoing
board members:
• Scott Bauer, First National Bank 2003-08, 2007
chair of the Ames Chamber board
• Lisa Kollasch, 2008 Young Professionals of
Ames representative
• Matt Randall, Coldwater Golf Links and Randall Corporation 2006-08
• Bill Talbot, Newbrough Law Firm 2006-08
Ames Economic Development Commission
outgoing board members:

BY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Dan Culhane recognizes 2008 Ames Chamber Board
Chair Darryl Bennett for his service.
• Dr. John Brighton, Iowa State University
2007-08
• Verle Burgason, The Tribune 2006-08
• Kells Hall, Sauer-Danfoss 2006-08
• Jane Halliburton, Story County Board of
Supervisors 2007-08
• Dr. Michael Kitchell, McFarland Clinic 2006-08
• Jim Popken, Ames City Council 2005-08
• Scott Randall, Randall Corporation 2005-08

We also thank 2008 Ames Chamber Board Chair
Darryl Bennett (Ames Bulletin Board and Championship Productions) and 2007-08 AEDC Board
Chair John Russell (Bankers Trust, Ames) for their
excellent leadership to support our organizations’
missions.

Make the right
move to us!
The Perfect
Place to Move.
Comfort Specialist
•
•
•
•

Air Conditioning
Heating
Heat Pumps
Custom Sheet Metal
Fabrication
• Fireplaces
• Service
• New Construction

•
•
•
•
•

Energy Recovery Systems
Air Filtration Systems
Humidifiers
System Design
Energy Efficiency
Programs
• Indoor Air Quality

HEATING • COOLING • VENTILATION

233-9812

525 E. 2nd St., Suite 104 • Ames
Turn To a Trusted Friend...
Turn to Converse Conditioned Air

201 South 5th Street
Suite 202, Ames
PHONE: 515-232-5718
E-MAIL: rental@ppm-inc.com
FAX: 515-232-4834

NELSON Electric
A partner
in the Community
since 1908
239 South Bell, Ames • 232-2445

Taste How Much We Care

525 Gilchrist St. Ames

233-1760
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2008 AMES CHAMBER AWARDS
Business Person of the
Year: Ron McMillen,
Sigler Companies
The Chamber’s Business Person of the Year
award recognizes an
outstanding individual
for his or her long-term
commitment to their
own business, as well as
the business climate and
quality of life in the
community.
Sigler
Companies
began in 1958 as a family business in the basement of the Sigler
Home. Today, Ron
McMillen, the Siglers’
grandson, is Sigler
Companies’ CEO. During his tenure, Ron has
expanded the family
business to include
Sigler Printing, Innova
Ideas & Services, and
Signify Promotions. The
three business units
offer a unique communications solution to
clients not only in
Ames, but in 48 states
across the U.S. Using a
business model virtually
unmatched in the industry, Sigler Companies’
clients may complete
their projects using one
vendor. After 50 years in
the business, Sigler
Companies continues
their mission to be the
most competitive communication and marketing company in the
United States.
Sigler Companies, 3100
South Riverside Drive,
www.siglercompanies.com,
(515) 232-6997

Entrepreneur of the
Year: Sally Elbert, Ville
Day Spa
Each year, the Ames
Chamber of Commerce
recognizes an individual
for his or her creativity
and personal initiative
in operating a successful
business venture.
During the past four

BY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Ron McMillen, of Sigler Companies, is joined by Innova
employees to celebrate his Business Person of the Year award.
years, Sally Elbert has
challenged the spa
industry by catering
services not only to
female clientele, but
males, couples and
groups. Sally strives to
provide all guests with
the highest quality of
specialized care. To
meet demands, she has
increased her staff to
include three message
therapists, three estheticians, three nail technicians and a cosmetologist, some of which are
double licensed. By
having the many areas
of staff licensure, she
has addressed the couples and group world,
head on. Ville Day Spa
has also been voted Best
Spa of Ames 2008, by
the U.S. Local Business
Association.
Today,

Sally is pursuing franchising Ville Day Spa
throughout Iowa.
Sally is also very
active in Ames. Her
hands-on community
participation includes
activities at Ames High
School, Mary Greeley
Medical
Center,
fundraisers for sports
teams, silent auctions
for an array of benefits,
Habitat for Humanity
and Veishea. She is also
part of the Make-AWish Foundation, helping to grant wishes for
children with life-threatening illnesses.
Ville Day Spa, 2610
Northridge Pkwy,
Suite 101,
www.villedayspa.com,
(515) 268-4644
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Sally Elbert, owner of Ville Day Spa, is recognized by
Dan Culhane as the 2008 Entrepreneur of the Year.
Community Involvment
Award: Austin Woodin,
Edward Jones
The Ames Chamber
Community
Involvement Award is given to
an individual who has

demonstrated personal
involvement and enthusiasm in a variety of
civic, service and/or
human service organizations and has shown
effort in improving the

quality of life in the
community.
Austin Woodin is a
young professional with
a commitment to Ames
and a passion for issues
important to the youth.
As an active board member for the Young Professionals of Ames Chamber for six years, Austin
spearheaded the YPA
“Read With Me” program that just completed
its sixth year in December. During this event,
YPA volunteers read to
all kindergarteners in
Ames and Gilbert and
then gave each student
(nearly 500 children) a
book to take home to
encourage reading outside of the classroom.
Along with his YPA
service, Austin has
AWARDS continued
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Awards

• Is involved in a professional organization(s).
• Committed to quality
of a product and/or service.
• Demonstrate initiative
in assisting others.
• Demonstrate concern
for community betterment.
• Demonstrate leadership skills.
• Is involved with the
Ames Chamber of Commerce.
• Is involved in improving the local business climate.

Continued

served as an Ames Chamber ambassador, United
Way Day of Caring committee member and chair,
Story County Cyclone
Club board member and
vice president, Youth &
Shelter Services board
member and finance committee chair.
Edward Jones, 2615
Northridge Pkwy Suite
101, (515) 292-9272
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Austin Woodin, of Edward Jones Investments, was
presented the 2008 Community Involvement Award

AWARD CRITERIA
Business Person
of the Year
This award recognizes
an individual for his or her
long term commitment to
their own business, as well

as the business climate and
quality of life in the community.
Criteria:
• Must be a manager,
owner or employee of a

Chamber member business or organization.
• Assist in the growth
and success of business.
• Demonstrates the ability to positively respond to
adversity.

Entrepreneur
of the Year
This award recognizes
an individual for his or her
creativity, imagination and
personal initiative in operating a successful business
venture.
Criteria:
• Must be the owner of

a Chamber member business.
• Show innovation
and initiative regarding
business product or service.
• Demonstrate problem solving skills.
• Has met a need in a
unique and creative way.
• Has proven business
growth attributed to
efforts.
• Shows success of
their business as demonstrated by income, sales,
number of employees,
etc.
• Has had community
impact and involvement.
• Displays mentoring
and leadership skills.
Award for Community
Involvement
This award recognizes
an individual for his or
her personal involvement

and enthusiasm in a variety of civic, service,
and/or human service
organizations and has
shown effort in improving the quality of life in
the community.
Criteria:
• Must be a Chamber
member.
• Shows commitment
and volunteerism in
community projects.
• Has held a leadership position.
• Is a role model and
mentor to others.
• Is an advocate for
community issues at a
local, state or national
level.
• Demonstrate effort
to employ handicapped
or disadvantaged.
• Demonstrate compassion, humility and
nondiscrimination.

2008 ECONOMIC IMPACT AWARDS
The Ames Economic
Development Commission presents Economic
Impact Awards to area
companies that have
made significant contributions to the Ames community through business
growth and job creation.
This year, we are pleased
to present these awards
to the following dynamic
businesses:

AG LEADER TECHNOLOGY has nearly completed a $6 million,
98,000 square foot addition, and promises creating nearly 60 higherwage jobs over the next
three years. Because of
it’s history and projected
growth, Ag Leader was
awarded a 2008 ValueAdded Agricultural Products and Processes
Financial Assistance Program from the Iowa
Department of Economic
Development, including
$150,000 in low interest
and forgivable loans. The
state assistance process
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Kevin Maher, of Global VetLink, receives
his award from Ron Hallenbeck.
was facilitated in part by
the AEDC and the City
of Ames.
Ag Leader supplies
electronic and software
systems that enhance
grain farming productivity through added precision in the guidance of
field equipment, planting
of seed, application of
fertilizers and pesticides,
monitoring of crop
yields, and office analysis of geographically-referenced field data.
The award was presented to Ag Leader
President Al Myers.
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Daryle Vegge and Matt Bendler
represent award-winner Sauer-Danfoss.

September
2008
marked the completion
of COLORBIOTICS, a
division of the Becker
Underwood Company.
Colorbiotics is a leading
manufacturer of seed
coating and colorants
and a leading global
producer of inoculants,
beneficial nematodes
and a wide range of
agricultural and horticultural products. Their
most recently introduced product is Starburst, a color-enhanced
mulch that will maintain
its color throughout the

season without risk of
run-off into the soil.
Colorbiotics built in
Ames because of the
availability of quality
workers, the centralization for markets and
lower cost of land. The
AEDC is pleased to be a
financial contributor for
Colorbiotics and a liaison in securing incentives from other agencies.
The award was presented to Colorbiotics
Marketing
Manager
Kent Rotert.

GLOBAL VETLINK LC
(GVL) was founded in
Ames in 1999 to replace
an archaic paper-based
animal health regulatory
process with real-time
connectivity across the
U.S. In 2001, GVL
launched its online application that allowed practitioners and health officials to build, access and
monitor animal movement documents all by
the click of a mouse.
Currently, GVL provides services to veterinary practices across the
U.S., with more than 120
million animals having
moved through its applications. In January 2009,
Oregon became the 45th
state to complete a
license agreement and
begin offering GVL regulatory applications. The
success
of
GlobalVetLink demonstrates the
creation of an idea into a
full fledged business in
the Ames community.
The award was presented to Global VetLink

President and Founder
Kevin Maher

SAUER-DANFOSS recently completed a 36,000square-foot expansion of
its 13th Street location.
Sauer used a $2.2 million
incentive package from
the IDED, the City of
Ames, and the AEDC to
help fund the expansion.
Additionally, they have
hired more than 165 new
employees and have
invested more than $11
mission
in
facility
improvements.
Sauer-Danfoss is a
worldwide leader in the
design, manufacture and
sale
of
engineered
hydraulic, electric and
electronic systems and
components, for use primarily in applications of
mobile equipment.
Award presented to
Sauer Danfoss Human
Resources Director for
the Americas and Asia
Pacific Regions Matt
Bendler and Sales Specialist Daryl Vegge.
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LOOK WHO’S THERE!
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Chris Eggert (Innova Ideas & Services), Jake Vogel
(Somerset Pharmacy), Gene Dreyer (HWS Consulting)
and Stacy Dreyer (First National Bank) know how to
network at Chamber events.
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Amanda Elmore (Bear Marketing), Liz Chausse
(Sylvan Learning Center) and Matt Julich (Bear
Marketing) pause for a photo while enjoying the good
company at the Annual Event.
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Barry Green (Ames Community Bank), Travis
Kramer (Iowa State University) head for some good
food along with Wendy and Dan Nutini (Roseland,
Mackey, Harris).
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Leadership Ames classmates Chad West (Haila Engineering), Dave Prochaska
(Story Construction), Becky Perkovich (Mainstream Living), Julie Harris (U.S.
Bank) and Heath Hill (individual member) reunite at the Annual Event.
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Jennifer and Bill Malone (Café Diem)
stop to say hi.

BY THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Frankee Olsen (United Way of Story
County) is all smiles at the Annual Event.
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RIBBON CUTTINGS
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Verizon Wireless opened its doors with a ribbon cutting on Feb. 6.Verizon Wireless
operates the nation’s more reliable wireless voice and data network, including the
largest wireless 3G broadband network. The company has invested more than $221
million in network improvements in Iowa since 2001 and currently serves 70.8 million
customers nationwide. Stop by their location at 806 S. Duff Ave. No. 101 to try out
any Verizon product or to talk to manger Katie Braga about cellular service. They can
also be reached at 232-2942 or visit their Web site at www.verizonwireless.com.

✂

UPCOMING RIBBON CUTTINGS:
• 2 p.m.Tuesday, March 10, Burgies at Mary Greeley Medical Center, 1111 Duff Ave.
• 11 a.m.Wednesday, March 11, Finesse Spa Salon, 2716 Stange Road.
• 11 a.m. Monday, March 16, Great Stuff, 312 Main Street.
• 4 p.m.Thursday, March 19, Bickford Assisted Living, 2418 Kent Ave.
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On Jan. 23, staff at the Wound Healing Clinic at Mary Greeley Medical
Center celebrated their new facility.The new clinic, located on the second
floor of the Medical Center, has been created to service the needs of all
patients in the community that live with chronic skin ulcers as a result of
various disorders. Each patient will receive a highly individualized plan of care
and treatment and will experience the latest in wound healing technologies
that promote faster healing. Call manager Jane Jackson at (515) 956-2979 for
more information or stop by their new location at 1111 Duff Avenue.

If your business has a reason to celebrate, from a grand opening or
relocation to an anniversary or change in ownership, draw some attention with a Ribbon Cutting by bringing Chamber members and media to
you! Contact Cindy at (515) 232-2310 to schedule a ribbon cutting of
your own!

CHAMBER AMBASSADORS
Roxanne Aden,The Tribune
Kim Behrendt,Wells Fargo Bank
Darryl Bennett, Championship Productions
Steve Bock, RE/MAX
Adam Boeding,Ames Community Bank
Dominic Boomgarden, U S Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Ross Buffington, Exchange State Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at Somerset
John Coder,Ames Community Bank
Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank
Linda Elbert, Elbert Chiropractic Clinic
Scott Gabrielson, Knapp Tedesco Insurance
Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit Union
Casey Roth, First National Bank
John Greving,The Tribune
Abby Hausmann,The Blood Center of Iowa
Patrick Henry,Adams Funeral Home
Kyle Horn, Manpower
Susan Hoshor, Knapp Tedesco Insurance
Dave Jordan, Inflation Fighting Roofing
Matt Julich, Bear Marketing
Jeremy Kippley, U S Bank

Sara Lehman, First National Bank
Ryan Lynch, First National Bank
Angela Moore,Ames Convention & Visitors
Bureau
Shelly Miller, Sam’s Club
David Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Nancy Powell, Holiday Inn and Hampton
Suites
Tom Randall,Tom Randall Real Estate Team
Al Reiter, KASI/KCCQ Radio
Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland Technology
Solutions
Andy Schnurr, First American Bank
Mary Beth Scott, Story County Advertiser
Claudia Shebetka,Woodruff Design and
Woodruff Construction
Michael Sills, OnMedia Precision TV Advertising
Lynda Soyer-Humlicek, Elbert Chiropractic
Clinic
Kristine Snyder, Gateway Hotel & Conference Center
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
Adam Steil, F&M Bank
Austin Woodin, Edward Jones Investments
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Teal and Tenacious is located at 314 Main Street. Staff celebrated their new
store with a ribbon cutting on Jan. 22. Owners Sara Wagner and Susan Hart
have more than seven years of retail experience, and they offer distinctive
women’s clothing and accessories as well as handmade jewelry, all with
personal service.Visit with Sara and Susan today, or give them a call at
(515) 233-8325.
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CHAMBER

MEMBERS
Thank you to the following members
who have donated 10 percent more than
their annual dues for Chamber projects:

LWBJ, LLP
Tom Flack (individual member)
Because of contributions from members like these, the Ames Chamber can
maintain a level of excellence in the
services we provide. All of our Gold
Members will be recognized with a Gold
Member decal and at our Annual Event.

The best time
to join the Ames
Chamber is now!
It’s important now, perhaps more than ever before, to be a member of the Ames Chamber of Commerce! As the nation’s economy
takes some twists and turns, now is the time to secure and build
your business network, build on your professional skills, advocate
for positive business climate, and make your organization known.
All this and more is available to Ames Chamber members. In fact,
it’s businesses that are members of the Chamber that have provided
the economic stability our community has enjoyed and will continue to enjoy for years, even when the rest of the country has struggled.
You may apply for membership directly on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com or by contacting Membership Director
Cindy Doolittle at (515) 232-2310 or cindy@ameschamber.com.
Don’t delay! Become a member today!

Welcome, new Ames Chamber members
The Chamber welcomes new individual member Jenifer Bungert to our
Chamber membership!
Carousel Antique Mall, located at
1639 Broad Street in Story City, is a
12,000-square ft mall with more than
70 dealers from the state of Iowa. They
receive new items daily and feature
collectibles, vintage items and much
more. Call owner Kim Hermanson at
(515) 733-9311 or visit the mall’s Web
site at www.antiquesiowa.com.
Inflation Fighters Roofing Co. is
owned by David Jordan from Newton
who has been in the roofing business
since 1990. Inflation Fighters serves all
of your residential, commercial and
industrial roofing needs. Inflation
Fighters Roofing accepts any challenges that low-slope or flat roofs may
present, and they specialize in DuroLast single-ply membrane systems.
Call Dave at (641) 831-4829 for your
competitive estimate.
www.ifroofing.com
Iowa Home Consulting, owned by
Matthew Bradner, is on a mission. “It
is our mission to satisfy all of our

clients with exceptional service and
value while giving back to the communities we serve.” Living by the above
statement, Iowa Home Consulting
works to assist real agents and home
sellers by providing all necessary services to get homes in market-ready condition. Additionally, Iowa Home Consulting maintains an unwavering commitment to give back to the communities in whichit operates by supporting
local nonprofit organizations and
events. Call (515) 450-2946 for more
information or visit www.iowahome
consulting.com.
Jacquelyn’s Photography prides itself
on producing quality artistic portraits
capturing all stages of life and fine art
pieces evoking deep emotion. They
take portraiture to the next level by
offering elite services with professional
presentations. At Jacquelyn’s, they
strive to create timeless memories that
offer future generations a glimpse
through art into their past. Starting in
March, you will find the business at a
new location at 406 Main Street. For
more information, call Cari at 2929605. or visit www.jacquelyns
photography.com.

National Cinemedia operates the
largest digital in-theatre network in North
America. Their national theatre network
includes 17,000 screens across the country reaching more than 700 million
moviegoers annually. National Cinemedia produces and distributes its FirstLook
prefeature program; cinema, lobby and
online advertising products; plus comprehensive meeting and event services.
With 64 percent of U.S. households
within 10 miles of a NCM theatre,
they’re confident we can help you reach
your audience no matter where they live.
Contact Manager Brandy Harmon at
(515) 957-9617. www.ncm.com.
Party Time Special Events, 203 S.
Third St., Ames, is the perfect place for
the do-it-yourself party planner. They
specialize in tents, but they also rent a
wide variety of other event necessities
including serving ware, glassware,
tables and chairs. The retail department
contains everything from youth birthday to bridal items to solid color plates
and napkins. If they don’t have what
you’re looking for, they’d be glad to
order it for you. Contact Susan Randall
at 233-4067, or visit www.party
timeames.com.

Ames Chamber
and AEDC staff
• Dan Culhane
President/CEO

• Eve Doi
Vice President, Communications and
Chamber Operations

• Ron Hallenbeck
Vice President, Existing Industry

• Cindy Doolittle
Membership Director

• Crystal Davis
Program Manager

• Megan Backman
Program Manager

• Amy Mogren
Finance and Administration Manager

• Meghan Steward
Receptionist

• Bob Vohs
Volunteer

• Jayne McGuire
Main Street Cultural District Director

• Jennifer Schill
Main Street Cultural District Events
Coordinator

Join the Chamber!
Make new connections, promote your
business, take advantage
of professional development programs and
more when you join the
Ames Chamber of
Commerce. Contact
Membership Director
Cindy Doolittle at (515)
232-2310 for more information on how you or
your organization can
become a Chamber
member.
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2009 CHAMBER GOLF DAY

The Chamber invites you to its golf tournament
The Annual Ames Chamber Golf
Tournament is scheduled for the
afternoon of Friday, May 15. This
year, the tournament will again be
held on two courses to accommodate
the many participants at this very
popular Chamber event.
In addition to forming a team, we
invite you to participate as a sponsor

and take advantage of the opportunity
to get your business’ name out to
hundreds of Chamber members!
This year’s Chamber Golf Day
sponsorship levels include:
Executive Gift: $5,000 includes
two golf teams, name/company logo
on all the gifts golfers will receive at
registration and advertising.

Corporate Sponsor: $2,000
includes one team of four players,
name of all signage and advertising.
Hole Sponsor: $200 for one
course, $350 for both, includes hole
signage, advertising and approximately 200 golfers at your hole.
Beverage Sponsor: $100, includes
signage.

Prize Sponsor: Donate items in
multiples of four.
Please look on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com for sponsorships. For more information or if you
would like to volunteer to help plan
the tournament or assist on the day of
the event, contact Cindy at 232-2310
or cindy@ameschamber.com.

NEWS AND INFORMATION
Business-toBusiness
Expo and
Story
County
Career Fair

Business
at Breakfast
7:30 a.m., Thursday,
March
26,
Iowa
House, 405 Hayward
Ave.

3 to 7 p.m., Monday,
April 6, Gateway Hotel
and Conference Center
Back by popular
demand, our annual
Business-to-Business
Expo is just around the
corner and is going to
be bigger than ever! In
addition to having the
opportunity to show off
your business to the
Ames community, this
year, Ames Chamber
members can also use
this expo to advertise
jobs and recruit new
employees.
This is one energyfilled event that will be
packed with opportunities to expand your network, your resources
and maybe even your
career!
Reserve your booth
today! The Business-toBusiness Expo helps
you reach out to new
audiences, introduce
your staff, draw attention to a new product or
service, distribute samples and information,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Enjoying last year’s Business-to-Business Expo are
participants, clockwise from top left, KIX 101, Valentino’s
and Tommy’s Salon. Reserve your booth today!
and promote available
jobs (full- and parttime)
within
your
organization.
Don’t pass up this
opportunity to get your
name out in front of
businesses, the public
and job-seekers. The
event is free and open to
the public, but only
Ames Chamber members can exhibit. Booth
space is limited, so sign
up to reserve your booth
today on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com.
For more information, call Cindy at (515)
232-2310.

Join us on the
Thursday, March 26,
for the opportunity to
give a two-minute
“shameless
plug”
about your business or
organization
while
handing out business
cards, brochures or any
other
promotional
materials that describe
your business or organization. If you’ve never
attended before, make
this Business at Breakfast your first!
We purposely keep
this event small to
insure great one-onone interaction with
fellow Chamber members, so your RSVP is
very important. Please
contact the Chamber
no later than noon
Wednesday, March 25,
to attend.
You can register on
our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com
or by calling (515)
232-2310. The continental breakfast is free
to all attendees, but we
need your RSVP to
participate. See you at
breakfast!
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MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT
The ‘Main Street
Approach’

2009 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cozette Hadley Rosburg
Chair
Becker Underwood

Maureen Dockstader
Chair-elect/Treasurer
LWBJ, LLP

Carol Kisling
Vice Chair, Community
Development
KASI/KCCQ

Chad Copley
Vice Chair, Membership
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network

Jolene Randall
Vice Chair, Government Affairs
Knapp-Tedesco Insurance
Carol Kisling, Community
Development Vice Chair

KASI-KCCQ Radio
Darryl Bennett
Immediate Past Chair
Ames Bulletin Board and Championship
Productions

Dan Culhane
President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Brian Dieter
Mary Greeley Medical Center

Michelle King
The Krell Institute
Kim Linduska
DMACC
Frank Nogel
ISU Athletic Department
Daniel Oh
Renewable Energy Group
Mark Reinig
Iowa State University

CONTACT US
The Chamber Update newsletter
is published by the Ames Chamber of
Commerce, 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite
110,Ames, IA, 50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

As the Main Street Cultural District continues to work on the Iowa
Main Street application, it is interesting and encouraging to find that so
many of the Main Street property
owners are also residents of Ames
(rather than being out-of-town or
out-of-state “absent” owners). This is
hometown pride at its finest. It shows
how much faith these investors have
in the community.
In the coming weeks, volunteers
will be out gathering information and
requesting letters of support from
business and property owners. The
application is due Wednesday, April
1.
Please feel free to contact Jayne
McGuire at 233-3472 or by e-mail at
director@MainStreetCultural
District.com.

Telling the Story
The Main Street Approach was developed by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s National Main Street Center with the goal of economic development within the context of historic preservation. The following four points and
either guiding principles are integrated to
create a positive, identifiable image for
downtown districts:
• Business improvement: This element involves diversifying the downtown
economy by identifying potential market
niches, finding new uses for vacant or
underused spaces and improving business
practices.
• Design: Utilizing appropriate design
concepts, the visual quality of the downtown (buildings, signs, window displays,
landscaping and environmental) can be
enhanced.
• Organization: Each community has
many groups of people who are interested and willing to work toward the goal of
a revitalized downtown. The organiza-

Guiding principals
• Incremental process
• Comprehensive four-point
approach
• Quality
• Public and private partnerships
• Changing attitudes
• Focus on existing assets
• Self-help program
• Implementation oriented
tional element brings together the public
sector, private groups and individual citizens, with coordination by a paid program manager, to work more effectively
in the downtown.
• Promotion: By promoting the
downtown in a positive manner, a community can begin to focus on downtown
as a source of community pride, social
activity and economic development
potential.

LEADERSHIP AMES
Class XXII serves
the community
This year’s Leadership Ames Class has
been gaining a broader view of civic leadership responsibilities and opportunities
through direct contact with people and
institutions that influence and shape the
Ames community. As part of the class curriculum, members are grouped into teams
and complete a community service project of their choosing. Their final project
reports will be presented before the class
graduates in May. However, as the teams
are hard at work now to complete their
projects, there is opportunity for the Ames
Chamber membership to get involved.
• Blood drive. Teaming up with
Renewable Energy Group and Todd &
Sargent, this team is hosting a blood drive
for the Blood Center of Iowa, 1111 Duff
Ave., to replenish the blood supply for
patients in more than 47 Iowa hospitals,
including both hospitals in Story County.
The event is scheduled for 7 a.m. to 1
p.m., Friday, March 27, at Renewable
Energy Group, 416 South Bell Ave. Each
unit of blood can help save up to three
separate lives! To register to donate blood
and give the gift of life, please go to
www.bloodcenterofiowa.org, click on
“find a mobile drive,” and select “Story

County,” and “Leadership Ames.” Please
contact team member Adam Sander with
any questions at 239-8080 or
adam.sander@regfuel.com.
Project team: Don Chrusciel (Iowa
State University FP&M), Julie Harris
(U.S. Bank), Mary Ann Lundy (United
Way of Story County), Adam Sander
(Renewable Energy Group), and Claudia
Shebetka (Woodruff Design/Woodruff
Construction).
• New van for Boys & Girls Club of
Story County. Although the Boys and
Girls Club recently replaced an “ancient”
12-passenger van, the organization is still
in need of a smaller van to transport six to
eight people. In order to raise funds for a
newer minivan (1 to 3 years old) and
obtain a long-term service package, this
group will solicit donations and sell sponsor decals that will be displayed on the
van. Contact Dave Prochaska for more
information at 232-4358.
Project team: Lauris Olson
(Ames365), Dave Prochaska (Story Construction), Harry Samms (City of Ames),
Greg White (George White Chevrolet)
and Kathy Wieland (Iowa State University).
• Community needs wish list. In
order to raise the funds needed to purchase
video equipment for Heartland Senior

Services, replace the sidewalk in front of
the Emergency Residence Project, and
provide the fee for the nonprofit filing status for Food at First, this group is planning
a fundraiser event involving Cocktails and
the Coach! Be on the lookout for information on how you can bid on the opportunity to host a cocktail reception with new
ISU Football Coach Paul Rhoads, or contact class member Jolene Randall for
details or to bid at 232-7060.
Project team: Heath Hill (Individual
Member), Kyle Horn (Manpower Inc.),
Becky Perkovich (Mainstream Living
Inc.), Jolene Randall (Knapp-Tedesco
Insurance) and Chad West (Hailla Architecture Structure Planning)
• Glass recycling program. To
increase the awareness and quantity of
recycling glass in Ames, thereby protecting our environmentally friendly
Resource Recovery Plant from unnecessary wear and tear, this group plans to
work with local trash haulers and grocery
stores to get out information to as many
Ames residents as possible about glass
recycling benefits and locations.
Project team: Irina Bassis (Mary
Greeley Medical Center), Jake Hanson
(Hanson Homes), Amy Juhnke (Lutheran
Services in Iowa), Frank Nogel (ISU Athletic Department) and Colette Rutherford
(First American Bank).
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES
Young Professionals
Learn to lead the way
to wellness
Jenny Reitano, Director of MBA
recruitment and marketing with the
ISU College of Business, and formerly wellness specialist with FBL
Financial Group, spoke to a group of
40 young professionals Feb. 17 about
what they can do to start a wellness
program in their business. She gave
some easy tips on ways to create a
program on little to no budget. Simple suggestions included recipe
exchanges with co-workers, healthy
treat days and creating a lending
library in your office complete with
health books, cookbooks, fitness
videos and other health-related materials. The group left energized to
become workplace wellness warriors
in their businesses.

Exchange
recipes
and
wellness
ideas
with your
coworkers

YPA holds ‘Right Here
Right Now’ career
workshops for students
On Feb. 18, students joined
together to gain professional development tips and tricks at YPA’s
“Right Here Right Now” career
workshops. The event, sponsored by
Consider Iowa, the Ames Chamber of
Commerce and Economic Development Commission, and YPA, consisted of eight workshops in which
CEOs, presidents, directors and managers of Ames companies spoke
about career tracks within their businesses and how students can take
advantage of job opportunities right
here in the Ames community. Each
session was introduced by a YPA
member who shared his or her experiences about what has kept him or
her challenged, excited and profes-

sionally engaged here in Ames.
Shelly Greving, YPA board member
and session moderator, shared that
“the job opportunities really do exist
here. You don’t have to leave Ames
and come back later in life once you
have established your career. You can
be successful with the opportunities
that exist here without every having
to move away.”
Workshops included topics on
banking, advanced manufacturing,
Web site design and development,
renewable energy, marketing,
research and design/biotechnology,
public relations and event coordination, and agricultural technologies.
Thank you to our speakers:
• Scott Bauer, president, First
National Bank
• Kurt Kuta, president/CEO, Ames
Community Bank
• Sara Swanson, Personal Bank,
F&M Bank
• Matt Bendler, human resources
director for the Americas Region,
Sauer Danfoss
• Kathryn Strasburg, director of
shipping and traffic, Hach Company
• Dwight Stewert, chief operating
officer, Quality Attributes
• Chris Taulborg, project manager,
Global Reach Internet Productions
• Jeff Pattison, chief financial officer, Renewable Energy Group
• Craig Engelbrecht, chief executive officer, Quality Attributes
• Bruce Rasletter, chief executive
officer, Hawkeye Renewables
• Tim Harkbarth, owner, eDash
Marketing
• Carol Kisling, general manager,
KASI/KCCQ
• Kori Heuss, vice president,
Heuss Printing Inc.
• Abir Qamhiyah, President, iSeek
Corporation
• Mike Roof, executive director of
Biological R&D and xite manager,
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc.
• Amy Myers,communications specialist, Iowa Energy Center
• Julie Weeks, director, Ames Convention and Visitors Bureau and ISU
Extension Conference Planning and
Management
• Steve Peters, president, VenuWorks
• Cozette Hadley-Rosburg, business unit manager, Becker Underwood
• Bob Brcka, general manager,

PigChamp
• Teresa Cross, human resources
Coordinator, Almaco
Thank you to our session moderators:
• Nicole Gebhart, Ames National
Corporation
• Matt Randall, Randall Corporation
• Barry Green, Ames Community
Bank
• Shelly Greving, Iowa 4-H Foundation
• Abby Hausmann, Blood Center
of Iowa
• Stacy Dreyer, First National

Bank

Mark Your Calendars
for Upcoming YPA
Events:
Lunch and Learn, 11:30 a.m.,
Thursday, March 12, First National
Bank Multipurpose Room
Work less, live more. Take control
of your time and do what you want
when you want.
Would you be happy if you could
continue your job in Ames from
Jamaica over the winter? Ryan Lynch
will educate YPs on how to work
wherever they want. He will discuss
the tools that are now available that
can make that possible. Also discussed
will be how to create a business that is
designed to run on its own. This
process will give you information on
how to create extra income or develop
a business that becomes your primary
income, and leaves you free to spend
your time as you wish.

YPA 2008-09
Annual sponsors
Ames Chamber of Commerce
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Green Hills Health Care
Green Hills Retirement Community
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU Masters of Business Administration Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

Ryan Lynch is Marketing Project
Manager for First National Bank in
Ames. He promotes the bank through
the creation of advertising campaigns
and working with the public through
Young Professionals of Ames, the
Ames Chamber and other organizations. He is a graduate of Iowa State
University with a marketing degree,
and in his spare time, he works on
his businesses through 47llc.

Save the date for the YPA
under-40 annual event
Join us for the YPA Annual Event
at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 9, at
Reiman Gardens. We will present the
“YPA Under 40” Awards sponsored
by YPA and The Tribune, and celebrate YPA’s accomplishments of the
past year. Registration costs $20 per
person and is open to members,
guests and the public. Please RSVP
at www.ypames.com. Dress is business casual.

Committee meetings
• Community Outreach and
Partnerships, 5:30 p.m., Tuesday,
March 3, Olde Main, 316 Main Street.
• Leadership and Professional
Development, Noon, Monday, March
9, Ames Chamber.
• Membership and Social, Noon,
Thursday, March 26, Ames Chamber.
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March calendar
Sunday
1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 a.m.: ACC Day
at the Capitol

Noon: Education
Connect (C)

7:30 a.m.: Business Improvement
Committee (C)

Noon: Government Affairs (C)
5 p.m.: YPA FAW

8

9

10 11:30 a.m.: Pro-

11 Noon: Member-

12

5 p.m.: BAH
(Hilton Garden
Inn)

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

7:30 a.m.: Business Impr.
(Somerset)

20

21

26

7:30 a.m.: Business@Breakfast
(Iowa House)

27

fessional Devlp
lunch (ISU
Found’n)

St. Patrick’s Day

Ames/ISU Spring Break

22

ship Committee
(C)

23

24

8 a.m.: Lead. Ames
(Sauer-Danfoss)

25

11:30 a.m.: ACC
Board (C)

Noon: Legislative
Lunch (1st Nat’l
Bank)

28/29/30/31

ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce I AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission I BAH: Business After Hours I C: Chamber office I R/C: Ribbon cutting I YPA: Young Professionals of Ames
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES

‘World-Class
Communication’
Crucial Conversations
Tuesday, March 10, ISU Foundation, Lepke Community Room,
2505 University Blvd.
Our next lunch and learn session,
“Crucial Conversations,” will
include hands-on training as you
learn the skills to have effective
conversations when difficult and

crucial topics are involved. This
program will be from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m., Tuesday, March 10, and is
presented by Ann Henderson
Kennedy, Ph.D, Crossroads Consulting.
Registration is just $15 for
Chamber members ($25 for nonmembers) and includes lunch. Register for this event by Friday, March
6, on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com or call
Crystal at (515) 232-2310.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT SEMINAR
Taking the Step from Good to
Great: Organizational, Team and
Individual Strategies for Success
8:30 a.m. to noon, Thursday, April
16, Hilton Garden Inn
Register now for our Business
Improvement Seminar, presented by ATW
Training and Consulting and the Ames
Chamber of Commerce as part of the
2009 Business Improvement Forum
Series and Seminars “Unleashing Potential.”

In his best selling book, “Good to
Great,” Jim Collins talks about what differentiates good companies from great
companies. In this interactive and thoughtprovoking seminar, we will review those
principles and apply them to your organization and, more specifically, to the teams
being led. Participants will have an opportunity to review their current status and
determine what actions they can take to
move from good to great.
During this seminar we will:
• Discuss the difference between good

NOT YOUR
MOTHER’S
DIAMOND!
Stop in today to view
our selection of
extraordinary
natural color
diamonds!

Ames Silversmithing
Designers & Goldsmiths

220 Main
Downtown
232-0080
www.amessilversmithing.com

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT FORUM

Making Dysfunctional
Teams Functional
7:30 a.m., Thursday, March 12,
Somerset Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road
Food & Beverage Sponsor:
Cappanna Coffee & Gelato
Employees of Ames Chamber businesses are invited to attend the next
Forum on Making Dysfunctional
Teams Functional, as we continue our
2009 series “Unleashing Potential,”
companies and leaders versus great companies and leaders.
• Review five key principles to help
any team move from good to great.
• Take time to develop specific initiatives to immediately implement and begin
the journey from good to great.
Registration for the April 16 seminar is
$65 for members and $95 for nonmembers.
Take advantage of your membership
benefits and register for our Business
Improvement Seminars package. This
includes registration for all three of our
2009 seminars at a member discounted

presented by ATW Training and Consulting. New to this year’s forum is a
member survey on the monthly topic,
placed in our Chamber weekly e-mail
once a month. Results are shared and
used as discussion points during the
forum. Look for this month’s forum
survey the week of March 2.
Please register by Wednesday,
March 11, on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com or by calling
Crystal at (515) 232-2310. A continental breakfast is provided.
price of $165 (nonmember price $285).
• Thursday, April 16, Taking the Step
from Good to Great: Organizational,
Team and Individual Strategies for Success.
• Thursday, Sept. 17, Everyday Creativity & Innovation.
• Thursday, Dec. 10, A Passion for
Results: Developing Strategies to Get
What You Want in 2010.
Grow your skills, your staff and your
business in 2009! Register on our Web
site www.ameschamber.com or call Crystal at (515) 232-2310.

