
Chamber UpdateMarch 2010

The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

BUSINESS TO BUSINESS EXPO

Chamber businesses, local jobs put on display
Tuesday, March 30 | 4 to 7 p.m. | 
Scheman Building, Iowa State Center

B ack by popular demand, our
annual Business-to-Business
Expo is just around the corner

and is going to be bigger than ever! In
addition to having the opportunity to
show off your business to the Ames
community, Ames Chamber members
can also use the Expo to advertise jobs
and recruit new employees. This is one
energy-filled event that will be packed
with opportunities to expand your net-
work, your resources and maybe even
your staff. The event is free and open
to the public, but only Ames Chamber
members can exhibit, so contact Cindy
at cindy@ameschamber.com to reserve
your booth today before all the spots
are filled.

Not putting your business on dis-
play? Then be one of the hundreds to
take advantage of seeing the Ames
business community in a nutshell and
learn about valuable products, services
and new career opportunities right in
your own backyard. Pick up lots of
coupons and free samples, register to
win great prizes, enjoy some food and
beverages, and learn more about
dozens of ways to Shop Ames —
Grow Ames. Call your friends and tell
them you’ll meet them at the Busines-
to-Business Expo.
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2010 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Maureen Dockstader, Chair 

LWBJ
Jolene Randall, Chair-Elect / Vice Chair,
Government Relations 

Knapp Tedesco Insurance
Chad Copley,Treasurer 

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
Carol Kisling,Vice Chair, Membership 

KASI/KCCQ Radio
Frank Nogel,Vice Chair, Community
Development 

ISU Athletic Department
Cozette Hadley Rosburg, Immediate
Past Chair 

Becker Underwood
Dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Jamie Courtney
Olde Main Brewing Company
Brian Dieter
Mary Greeley Medical Center
Nicole Gebhart
First National Bank
John Joiner
City of Ames
Michelle King
The Krell Institute
Kim Linduska
Des Moines Area Community College
Chris Nelson
Nelson Electric
Daniel Oh
Renewable Energy Group
Mark Reinig
Iowa State University

The Chamber Update newsletter is pub-
lished by the Ames Chamber of Commerce,
1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110,Ames, IA,
50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US

CHAMBER NEWS

2010 Chamber Golf Day is
Friday, May 14

Executive sponsor

Corporate sponsors

I t’s time to get ready for the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Golf Day. Mark your calendar and get
your foursome ready for 18 holes on the afternoon

of Friday, May 14. Cost to play is $360 for a team of
four or $90 per golfer, which includes green fees, cart,
lunch and more. Non-Chamber members are eligible to
play with Chamber member teams, but will be charged
$115 per golfer. Registrations will be available online
through the Chamber Web site beginning Friday, April
16. 

In the meantime, in addition to forming a team, we
invite you to reserve your spot as a sponsor and take
advantage of the opportunity to get your business name
out to hundreds of business professionals. Sponsorship
levels include:

• Hole Sponsor: $250 (holes available on first-come,
first-serve basis) includes hole signage, advertising and
approximately 200 golfers at your hole. 

• Beverage Sponsor: $100, includes signage. 
• Prize Sponsor: Donate new items in multiples of

four (examples: gift certificates, golf supplies, food/bev-
erage packages, gift baskets, event tickets, electronics,
office gadgets, etc.).

For more information, visit our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com or contact Cindy at
cindy@ameschamber.com.

Business at Breakfast
7:30 a.m. Thursday, March 25.
First National Bank, 405 Fifth St.

oin us March 25 to give a two-minute
“shameless plug” about your organization
while handing out business cards, brochures
and any other promotional materials that

describe your business or organization. If you’ve
never attended before, make this month your first.

We purposely keep this event small to ensure
great one-on-one interaction with fellow Chamber
members, so your RSVP is very important. Please
contact the Chamber no later than noon Wednes-
day, March 24, to attend. You can register at our
Web site at www.ameschamber.com or by calling
the Chamber offices at (515) 232-2310. The conti-
nental breakfast is free to all attendees, but we need
your RSVP to participate. See you at breakfast! 

Lunch and Learn:
Sales Communication 
Essentials
Tuesday, March 9
Somerset Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road
Food Sponsor: Happy Joe’s Pizza

L earn to tailor your sales message, sell with
power and develop effective communication
strategies at our first Lunch and Learn session

of 2010. Chamber members and nonmembers are
invited to attend Sales Communication Essentials
on Tuesday, March 9. Registration is $15 for Cham-
ber members, $25 for nonmembers and includes
lunch. Register for this event on our Web site at
www.ameschamber.com or call Crystal at (515)
232-2310. Please register by March 4.

Business Improvement Forum:
Customer Awareness:Your
Business Lifeline
7:30 a.m. Thursday, March 11 
Iowa State University Foundation, 2505 Uni-
versity Blvd.

Employees of Ames Chamber businesses are
invited to attend our next Business Improve-
ment Forum on Thursday, March 11, when

we will discuss Customer Awareness: Your Business
Lifeline, as part of the 2010 Business Skills Profes-
sional Development Series. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, March 10, by registering on our Web
site at www.ameschamber.com or by calling Crystal
at (515) 232-2310. Business Improvement Forums
are open to Chamber members only and are free.
Continental breakfast is provided.

J
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LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON

March Legislative
Luncheon to focus
on Story County

Noon Friday, March 26
$5 per person (includes lunch)
Register at www.ameschamber.com

S ave the last Friday of this month for
a legislative lunch with a slightly
different focus. Story County is

governed in part by three full-time super-
visors elected for four-year terms. They
are responsible for policies, budgets, tax
levies and economic development for the
county, but many people don’t know what
exactly goes in to those decisions and
processes. Supervisors Wayne Clinton,
Jane Halliburton and James Strohman will

be our panelists and will be happy to take
your questions.

All Ames Chamber legislative lunch
events are a great opportunity to hear from
and speak with your elected officials about
the issues that matter most to you. Make
sure you make time in your schedule to be
a part of this very informative lunch
forum.

Special thanks go to our March Leg-
islative Lunch sponsors: Ames Home
Builders Association, Becker Underwood,
Converse Conditioned Air, Mary Greeley
Medical Center, Nelson Electric and State
Farm Insurance-Pat Brown Agency.

Ames Chamber Legislative
Lunch event attendance
has continued to increase

each month. This event, on Jan. 29
at Oakwood Road Church, had
almost 90 Chamber members
poised to hear from and speak
with our state legislators.

Top: Del and Georgia Bluhm listen
to the discussion with Sen. Herman
Quirmbach and others.There were
plenty of questions during the Janu-
ary forum from the audience for all
the panelists.

Middle: Representatives Dave
Deyoe, far left, and Beth Wessel-
Kroeschell, far right, eat with Ames
Chamber members John Haila, Haila
Architecture, Structure, Planning;
Doug Williams, DMACC; and Lauris
Olson,Ames News Online, before
the formal program begins.

Bottom: Who says politics can’t be
fun? Nate Easter, HWS Consulting;
Gene Dreyer, HWS Consulting;
Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank;
Allyson Walters,Ames Convention
& Visitors Bureau; and Chris Nel-
son, Nelson Electric, enjoy some
networking and discussion over
state issues.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Harold Pike (HPC) speaks with County Supervisor Jane Halliburton. March 26
will be an excellent time to speak to all three Story County Supervisors at the
Chamber’s next Legislative Luncheon.

Legislative Luncheon is growing
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Thank you to the following
members who have donated 10
percent more than their annual
dues for Chamber projects:

Jack Adams
Alfred’s Carpet and

Decorating
At-Home Care Com-

pany
Robert Buck
Jerry Carney and Sons

Inc.
Central Iowa Ready

Mix
Complete Spine &

Headache Center
Tom Flack
Fox Engineering
Happy Joe’s
Iowa Home Consulting
Main Stream Living
Professional Property

Management
RDG Rudi Lee Dryer
Suzan Shierholz
Stolze & Stolze Family

Dentistry 
Super 8
Bill and Betty Waters

Because of contributions
from members like these, the
Ames Chamber can maintain a
level of excellence in the servic-
es we provide. All of our Gold
Members will be recognized
with a Gold Member decal and
at our Annual Report.

CHAMBER

M E M B E R S

American Family Insurance — Jon Fuhs specializes in property, auto, life,
health and commercial insurances. He also offers annuities. Jon has more than
three years of agency experience but is new to the Ames area. Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment. Stop by his office at 406 Main St., Suite
102, or call (515) 232-3847. Visit his Web site at www.jonathanfuhs.com.

The Cyclone Chapter of SHRM is an affiliate of the Society for Human
Resource Management, founded on Sept. 25, 1973. Its membership exceeds 70
human resource professionals and represents the Iowa counties of Story,
Boone, Webster, Marshall, Tama and Polk. The Cyclone SHRM Chapter pro-
vides education and professional development for the Human Resource profes-
sion, as well as networking opportunities for the Human Resources Profession-
al. Call Jennifer Thompson at 663-3063 for more information.

The Chamber welcomes new individual member, Donna Gilligan, 528 Fourth
St., to our Chamber membership!

Heartland Baptist Church, located at 3504 North Grand Ave., was started in
1975 in Nevada. It is a traditional style church with around 700 attendees. Call
Randy Abell at (515) 268-1721 for more information or visit the Web site at
www.heartlandbaptistames.com.

ISU Dining and Catering serves national and international audiences. It pro-
vides world-class culinary planning and event management. The staff members
create recipes and menus, set food presentation standards, provide training and
develop organizational tools for an efficient work environment. The customer
is its first priority. Contact manager Karen Miskell-Larson at 1215 Friley or
call (515) 294-2103. Visit its Web site at www.dining.iastate.edu/cater.

The Chamber welcomes new individual member, Rick Sanders, 313
Sycamore Road, to our Chamber membership!

South Story Bank and Trust has been in business since 1958. It is proud to
be family-owned and serve both the Story and Polk County areas. It is located
at 101 Story St. in Slater. Call Kevin Brooks at (515) 228-3566 or visit the Web
site at www.southstorybank.com.

Welcome, new Ames
Chamber members

Are YOU a member of the
Ames Chamber 
of Commerce?

Make new connections, market
your business, take advantage of
professional development pro-
grams and more when you join
the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce. Contact Membership
Director Cindy Doolittle at (515)
232-2310 for more information
on how you or your organization
can become a Chamber member.

When you join, here are some
of the many benefits you can take
advantage of right away!

• Post coupons on our Web site
for FREE.

• Attend monthly Business
After Hours, Business at Break-
fasts, Business Improvement
Forums, Speed Networking and
more for FREE.

• Take advantage of reasonably
priced ways to promote your
business such as ribbon cuttings,
mailing labels and membership
mailer, just to name a few.

• Discounted Young Profession-
als of Ames membership (ages 21
to 40).

Ames Chamber and AEDC staff
• Dan Culhane

President/CEO 
• Eve Doi

Vice President, Communications
and Chamber Operations 
• Ron Hallenbeck

Vice President, Existing Industry 

• Cindy Doolittle
Membership Director 

• Crystal Davis
Program Manager 

• Megan Backman
Program Manager 

• Amy Mogren
Finance and Administration
Manager 

• Meghan Steward
Receptionist

• Bob Vohs
Volunteer

• Jayne McGuire
Main Street Cultural District 
Director 

• Jennifer Schill
Main Street Cultural District 
Events Coordinator
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RIBBON CUTTINGS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Sail Aweigh celebrated a new office location at 406 Main St. on Jan. 13. No
matter the type of trip you’re looking for, Sail Aweigh can help you plan it.
Whether you’re searching for a Caribbean cruise, a golfing experience, a holiday
getaway for the entire family or simply a trip leaving soon, you will be able to
find just the vacation you’re looking for. Call Steve at (515) 233-5203 or visit the
Web site at www.sailaweigh.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Milroy’s Tuxedos, 2801 Grand Ave., recently remodeled its store and celebrated
with a ribbon cutting on Jan. 26. It has been in Ames for 15 years and is one of the
largest tuxedo providers in the Midwest. It has more than 70 styles of tuxedos
and more than 600 different color combinations. Call Nicole at (515) 232-4644 or
visit the Web site at www.milroystuxedos.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Jesse, Keeling and Associates celebrated the opening of an office in the Ames
community.The ribbon cutting was Feb. 1 at 430 Fifth St.The business focuses on
financial planning and asset management for individuals and small business owners.
It also has locations in Clive, Boone, Dayton and Mason City. Call Richard Keeling
or David Jesse at (515) 233-4502 or visit the Web site at www.ameripriseadvisors.
com/richrard.j.keeling/.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Elbert Chiropractic had a ribbon cutting on Jan. 19 to celebrate its newly
remodeled office. Enjoy its state-of-the-art facility while you discover a true
wellness lifestyle. Elbert offers many different aspects of chiropractic care. Call Dr.
Rick Elbert at (515) 232-9075 or visit the Web site at www.elbertchiropratic.com.
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AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS

UPCOMING RIBBON CUTTINGS:
If you have a new business, relocation, expansion or business anniversary, let the Chamber celebrate with you! Contact Cindy Doolittle

at (515) 232-2310 to schedule a ribbon cutting of your own.

✂

Kim Behrendt,Wells Fargo Bank
Steve Bock, RE/MAX
Adam Boeding, First American Bank
Dominic Boomgarden, U.S. Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Ross Buffington, Exchange State Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at Somerset
John Coder,Ames Community Bank
Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank
Scott Gabrielson, Knapp Tedesco 

Insurance
Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit 

Union

Casey Roth, First National Bank
Barry Green,Ames Community Bank
John Greving,The Tribune
Abby Hausmann,The Blood Center 

of Iowa
Patrick Henry,Adams Funeral Home
Kyle Horn, Manpower
Susan Hoshor, Knapp Tedesco 

Insurance
Traci Jennings, RE/MAX Real Estate 

Center
Matt Julich, Bear Marketing
Sara Lehman, First National Bank

Joy Leister,Valley Bank
Ryan Lynch, First National Bank
Angela Moore,Ames Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Lauris Olson,Ames Bulletin
Board/AmesNewsOnline.com
David Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Tom Randall,Tom Randall Real Estate 
Team
Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland 

Technology Solutions          
Mary Beth Scott,The Tribune/About 

People

Nathan Scott, U.S. Bank
Michael Sills, OnMedia Precision TV 

Advertising
Kristine Snyder, Gateway Hotel & 

Conference Center
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
Adam Steil, F&M Bank
Jillian Stevens,Ames Bulletin 

Board/Ames News Online
Amy Jo Watzek, Sam’s club
Austin Woodin, Edward Jones 

Investments

RIBBON CUTTINGS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Edward Jones,Austin Woodin was excited to celebrate its five-year anniver-
sary with a ribbon cutting on Feb. 3.It is an investment firm whose core belief is
that the personal relationship is the key to success. Its job is to identify lifetime
goals and invest wisely, using long-term strategies to achieve the client’s dreams.
Call Austin at (515) 292-9272 or stop by the office at 2615 Northridge Parkway.
www.edwardjones.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Haila Architecture Structure Planning Ltd. recently relocated to 2330 
Lincoln Way, Suite 207, and celebrated the move with a ribbon cutting on Jan. 28.
For more than 24 years, it has offered architectural, structural engineering and
planning services, including projects for commercial applications, nursing homes,
renovation of county owned facilities and a student apartment complex.The
most recent project under construction is the new Ballard High School.
Call John Haila at (515) 292-0007 for more information.
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MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT

District chooses its Volunteer of the Year
T he Main Street Cultural District

would like to congratulate our
Volunteer of the Year for 2009,

Renee Hansen. This distinction is
designed to recognize outstanding vol-
unteer efforts that have made a signifi-
cant and positive impact on our Main
Street program. We believe Renee is a
very deserving recipient of this award.
Renee has been a volunteer for the
cultural distrcit since the summer of
2007, when previous director, Angela
Moore, asked her to serve on the Tune
into Main Street Committee.

“I am honored to be the volunteer
of the year for 2009. I thoroughly
enjoyed my time serving on the
MSCD Promotions committee and
board.”

Renee is a proud graduate of Iowa
State University. She and her husband,
Josh, have three children, Sidney,
Sawyer and Kennady. As a family,
they enjoy being outdoors, biking,
golfing and attending Cyclone sport-
ing events.

“We love the Cyclones!”
Renee’s professional background is

in graphic design. She works in mar-
keting and communications for
Lutheran Services in Iowa, a statewide
social services organization. She loves
her job because she feels like she is
“indirectly helping people better them-
selves on a daily basis.”

Renee is proud to be a part of the
Main Street Cultural District. She
enjoys seeing the dedication volun-
teers contribute to making events a
success in the district.

“It is a passion of mine to attend
local cultural events and offer this
opportunity to the community for all
ages. Specifically, I feel that it is
important to extend a mixture of art,
music and activities to our children, so

they are exposed to a diversity of
entertainment in their local communi-
ty.” 

Renee served as the co-chair for the
district’s promotions committee in
2009. As she worked on ArtWalk,
Music Walk, Tune into Main Street,
Fourth of July and Snow Magic last
year, she spent up to 20 hours per
month volunteering her time. She said
the most rewarding part about volun-
teering for the MSCD is seeing the
outcome of the events that she helped
to plan.

“Most of all, I loved attending the
events myself and enjoying music,
socializing with friends and shopping

on Main Street.” She also feels that
working with the MSCD staff and
other volunteers was rewarding.

Renee would like to say to potential
new volunteers for the MSCD, “It’s
fun! You get to see what goes on
behind the scenes of Main Street. I
found that very interesting. If you are
considering becoming a volunteer, do
it! It is definitely worth your time to
help make your community better, fun
and cultural.”

Easter Egg 
Scavenger Hunt 

Test your eye for color in our

MSCD Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt.
This is a new event in the district and
goes from Thursday, March 18, to
Saturday, April 3. This is a free event
for the public. Stop in to participating
business for an Easter Egg Scavenger
Hunt card, then travel between each
business and find the egg hidden
within. At each business, when you
have found their egg, ask them to
sign or stamp your card. Collect as
many stamps as you can. Once your
card is filled out, return it to the
MSCD office or any participating
business. You may come downtown
anytime during the two-week period.
At the end of the hunt, we will draw
for multiple prizes provided by the
participating businesses.

Our list of participating businesses
currently includes: Wild Birds Unlim-
ited, Chocolaterie Stam, Ames
Sewing and Vacuum, Wells Fargo
Bank, Octagon Center for the Arts,
Everts Flowers and Gifts, Quilting
Connection, Hy-Vee Drugstore,
Worldly Goods, Skunk River, Gallery
319 and more.

Dressing Up
Downtown

Save the date for yet another new
event. Dressing Up Downtown will
be at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 2, at the
downtown Wells Fargo. We will have
a runway fashion show featuring
ensembles created and supplied
by Main Street Cultural District
member businesses. Tickets will
be available at participating business-
es for $10. There will be a dessert
buffet and fun for all. Look for more
details in the next Ames Business
Monthly.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

The Main Street Cultural District
will have an Easter Egg hunt from
Thursday, March 18, until Saturday,April 3.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Renee Hansen has been named 
Volunteer of the Year for 2009.
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Health care reform
and its effect on
young professionals

U .S. health care is among the most
complicated systems ever
created. The industry consumes

more than 17 percent of the national Gross
Domestic Product, which is an enormous
amount of money. Attendees of the Febru-
ary Lunch and Learn listened intently on
Feb. 18 while speaker Anne Kinzel, a
lawyer with more than 30 years of experi-
ence in health care and program coordina-
tor with Iowa State University, explained
how money allocated to health care is
being spent. Kinzel also talked about how
the current health care system is affecting
business and what Washington is doing
that will affect young professionals.
Kinzel addressed burning questions from
the audience such as what it means to
meet a lifetime maximum of health insur-
ance due to a health condition, how health
care affects those with high quality plans
and how current efforts might work to
help keep costs down for large self-
insured institutions such as Iowa State
University.

Kinzel concluded by illustrating why
health care is such a serious debate and
how the outcome will affect the careers of
young professionals well into the future.

Annual Sponsors First
National Bank, Hunziker
and Associates Realtors
host luncheons

F irst National Bank and Hunziker
and Associates Realtors utilized
their sponsorship benefit by hosting

luncheons in January and February to
share information about the home buying
process. First National Bank spoke specif-
ically about securing a mortgage and how
to plan financially for a new home pur-
chase. In mid-February, Hunziker piggy

backed this presentation by presenting the
ins and outs of the $8,000 tax credit as
well as answering several other common
questions about the home-buying process.

Thanks to Annual Sponsors First
National Bank and Hunziker and Associ-
ates Realtors for their generous sponsor-
ship of the Young Professionals of Ames.

YPA sponsors, in part,
the Annual Brunnier
Bash at Iowa State
Center

Y PA’s mission strongly supports
arts and cultural activities in
Ames, and for this reason, YPA

members gussied up with a mask in
hand and attended the Annual Brunnier
Bash on Feb. 27. 

Mark Your Calendars
for Upcoming YPA
Events:
YP Day at the Capitol: March 10, 2010

Y oung professionals throughout
the state are encouraged to
attend YP Day at the Capitol in

order to lobby and civically engage
themselves in the workings of state
government on March 10. For more
information, visit www.ypiowa.com.

Read with Me:
March 2

R ead with Me
has had growth
spurt. On Tues-

day, March 2, in
honor of Read Across
America Day,

YPA will read to first- and second-
grade classrooms in the Ames Com-
munity School District.

2010 marks YPA’s eighth year with
this program. In December, YPA read
to more than 575 students in pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten. We’re
excited that Read with Me has expand-
ed its efforts to encourage child litera-
cy.

Friday After Work: 5 to 7 p.m. Friday,
March 12, Prairie Moon

E njoy appetizers and networking
with your fellow young profes-
sionals at Prairie Moon from 5

to 7 p.m. Friday, March 12. Remem-
ber, the appetizers are on us. Members
and nonmembers welcome.

YPA Financial Symposium: Your Road
Map to Financial Success: 12:30 to 4:30
p.m. Friday, March 12, ISU Foundation

W ondering if you’re budgeting
correctly, investing appropri-
ately, or saving enough for

a retirement in the Bahamas or simply
your next furniture purchase?

Attend this free YPA symposium and
learn effective ways to budget, strate-
gies for reducing debt and improving

your credit score, how to choose the
right investment(s) for you, and how to
plan for retirement. 

The symposium will be workshop-
style with many interactive compo-
nents. You will leave with a “financial
road map,” which will include hand-
outs, worksheets and information com-
piled throughout the day. 

Session topics will include: 
• You Inc.: How to effectively run

your budget, Stacy Dreyer, Business
Development Officer, First National
Bank Ames. 

• Strategies for reducing debt
and improving your credit score,
Barb Wollan, family resource manage-
ment specialist, Iowa State University
Extension. 

• Are you on the path to a life-
time of financial Security?, Chad
Copley, managing director, Northwest-
ern Mutual Financial Network. 

• Planning for Retirement: A
roadmap for Generation X & Y,
Laura West, certified financial planner,
West Financial Advisors LLC.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Read With Me volunteers arrive at
Northwood School Dec. 8, 2009, to
read children’s books to the students.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Prairie Moon will host Friday After
Work from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 12.
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AEDC

New survey for
Ames business
community is
under way
T he Ames Economic

Development Commis-
sion is working to gain an

even better understanding of
doing business within the Ames
community. The Business Cli-
mate Survey Program is target-
ing 541 Ames-area businesses.
Of these surveys conducted, 127
will be done in person, and the
remainder will be sent electroni-
cally. 

For the past two years, the
AEDC has used a new format
for its Annual Executive Call
Program to gain a better under-
standing of the economy, local
companies, legislative concerns
and future changes. In the past,
just over 50 companies whose
primary selling marketplace is
outside of the Ames community
were targeted for the survey con-
ducted by AEDC Vice President
of Existing Business and Indus-
try Ron Hallenbeck. The survey
is also helpful in assessing the
opportunities and risks for reten-
tion and expansion.

Assisting Hallenbeck with
this year’s in-person surveys are
several members of the Young
Professionals of Ames. The
Business Climate Survey Pro-
gram includes many of the same
questions asked of our Executive
Call companies, but the new
ones specifically target the local
marketplace dynamics. Accord-

ing to Hallenbeck, there will be a
comprehensive report, much like
the one produced from the Exec-
utive Call Program prepared
which analyzes the responses.
Within both programs, there are
a number of common questions
which relate to doing business in
the Ames community. An addi-
tional report will be compiled
which uses data from both pro-
grams to present a combined
view of all these businesses and
their opinions of doing business
in Ames.  

With the analysis of the com-
bined results of both programs
the AEDC plans to use the infor-
mation to address what has been
successful and what needs atten-
tion to continue the growth of
our business community.

Starting at the end of January,
the AEDC began contacting
those companies slated for face-
to-face interviews, targeted to be
completed by mid-March. The
electronic surveys were sent to
the local companies in the latter
part of February. The AEDC
believes this program is the
largest to be done in the Ames
business community and strong-
ly encourages all of the 541 com-
panies being contacted to partici-
pate in the new Business Climate
Survey Program. For more infor-
mation, contact Ron Hallenbeck
at ron@ameschamber.com.

Registration and lunch
will begin at 12:30 p.m.; the
presentations will begin at 1
p.m. Your registration
includes lunch and packet
materials. 

Space is limited to the first
50 people who register, so sign
up today at www.ypames.com.

Murder of a 
Millionaire:
Murder Mystery
Party
Friday, March 26, Gateway
Hotel and Conference Center.
You may be an heir to the
estate.

Y our presence is
requested at Mystery
Manor for an evening

filled with murder and mys-
tery in order to commemorate
the death of the late million-

aire, Rick A. Rochester.
Among Rick’s dying

wishes, he wanted his will
reading to be a party thrown
in his honor to gather
together those most impor-
tant in his life. Between
Rick’s eccentric ex-wife to
his spying servants and the
provocative pool boy, it
seems that everyone has a
chance of inheriting a piece
of this millionaire’s estate. 

As one of Rick’s closest
confidants or family mem-
bers, it is your help that is
needed to piece together the
mystifying death of Mr.
Rochester, and to avoid
being the victim of yet
another murder as you
attend his will reading. 

Use caution in consider-
ing your involvement in this
gathering, for as likely as it
is that you will walk away
with a great deal of inheri-
tance, you are also just as
likely not to walk out at all! 

The reading of Rick

Rochester’s will is Friday,
March 26. Please be sure to
arrive promptly at 6 p.m.

Mystery Manor is located
at 2100 Green Hills Drive,
Ames.

For more information, e-
mail megan@ames
chamber.com.

To register, visit
www.ypames.com.

The cost is $10 for mem-
bers and $15 for nonmem-
bers.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES

Committee 
meetings

• Leadership and Pro-
fessional Development,
Ames Chamber, noon, March 8.

• Community Outreach
& Partnerships,Ames
Chamber, noon, March 9.

• Membership & Social,
Ames Chamber, noon,March 25.

YPA 2009-10 
Annual Sponsors

Ames Chamber of
Commerce

Ames Community Bank 
First National Bank

Global Reach Internet
Productions

Green Hills Health Care
Hunziker & Associates,

Realtors
ISU Masters of Business 
Administration Program
Mary Greeley Medical

Center

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

A murder mystery will take place Friday, March 26, at Gateway
Hotel and Conference Center.

Continued from previous page
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March
calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce I AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission I BAH: Business After Hours I C: Chamber office I R/C: Ribbon cutting I YPA: Young Professionals of Ames

YPA Read With Me

5 p.m.: BAH (ISU
Alum Center)

St. Patrick’s Day

Noon: Govt.Affairs

Noon: AEDC Exec
(C)

Ames/ISU Spring
Break begins

Palm Sunday Passover begins

Noon: Membership
Committee (C)

12:30 p.m.:YPA
Financial Symposium
(ISU Found.)

5 p.m.: YPA FAW
(Prairie Moon)

Ames Chamber
delegation to
Washington, D.C.

7:30 a.m.: Business
Improvement
Forum (Somerset)

8 a.m.: Leadership
Ames 

11:30 a.m.: ACC
Board Meeting (C)

7:30 a.m.:
Business@Breakfast

Noon: Legislative
Luncheon

6 p.m.: YPA Mur-
der Mystery Party
(Gateway)

4 p.m.: B2B Expo
(Scheman)
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2010 ANNUAL EVENT

T he change in venue and time did-
n’t hinder 300 Ames Chamber and
AEDC members from turning out

for this year’s Annual Event luncheon
featuring keynote speaker and mentalist
Jon Stetson. With corporate sponsor
Global Reach Internet Productions, the
Ames Chamber and Ames Economic
Development Commission were able to
recognize a 2009 filled with accomplish-
ments, recognize some outstanding
achievements from members, look ahead
to an exciting 2010, and affirm the
investment and intuition members have
in the organizations.

It’s hard to put into words exactly how
mentalist Jon Stetson amazed the audi-
ence, but most left the event saying things
like “How did he do that?” Using sleight-
of-mind techniques and mind-to-mind
contact, Stetson wowed the audience
while still leaving some practical applica-
tion for all to use in their daily lives, both
professionally and personally. 

Other highlights of the luncheon
included the awards presentations that
were kept a surprise to most of the recipi-
ents. Please join the Ames Chamber and
AEDC in extending congratulations to the
following:

• Ames Economic Impact award:
WebFilings LLC

• Business Person of the Year: Dan
Krieger, First National Bank

• Entrepreneur of the Year: John
Crawford, Alpha Copies & Print Center
Community involvement award: John
Russell (Bankers Trust)

• YPA 4 Under 40: Dan Culhane,
Ames Chamber and Economic Develop-
ment Commission; Kim Iiams, Bankers
Trust; Dan Nutini, Roseland Mackey Har-
ris LLC; and Becky Perkovich, Main-
stream Living

And we thank our sponsors for making
this event possible:

• Corporate sponsor: Global Reach
Internet Productions

• Platinum sponsors: Greater Iowa
Credit Union, Roseland Mackey Harris,
Walmart SuperCenter

• Gold sponsors: Bankers Trust,
Boehringer Ingelheim, Grandon Funeral
and Cremation Care, LWBJ Financial
LLC, Sigler Companies

The 2009 Annual Report was distrib-
uted to guests on flashdrives provided by
Heartland Technology Solutions. A copy
may also be downloaded at
www.ameschamber.com.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

This year’s YPA 4 Under 40 class include, from left, Dan Culhane,Ames
Chamber/AEDC; Becky Perkovich, Mainstream Living; Dan Nutini, Roseland
Mackey Harris; and Kim Iiams, Banker Trust.

Despite a
year filled
with economic
challenges,
WebFilings
LLC was 
recognized for
creating jobs
and technology
used across
the country
and promising
more growth
in the near
and long-term
future.

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE PHOTO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Entrepreneur of the Year John
Crawford, Alpha Copies & Print 
Center, is interviewed by KASI’s Dave
Sprau after the program.

Annual
Event
brings
tremendous
return on
intuition

More Annual Event photos on next page
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2010 ANNUAL EVENT

Geisinger
Construction
was out in full

force at 
the Ames
Chamber

Annual Event
at the 

Gateway.

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE PHOTO
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Corporate sponsor Global Reach helped make this year’s Annual Event a huge success.

Jennifer 
Thompson, First
National Bank, sits

with Jerry and
Chris Nelson,

Nelson Electric, as
they look over the

custom-wrapped
boxes of Barilla

Pasta given to 
each guest.

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE PHOTO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

U.S. Bank was represented well at this year’s Annual Event.

Troy Nesbitt,
Cornerstone
Church, catches up
with Jamie Pollard,
ISU Athletic
Department, and
Rich Johansen,
B-Bops/Integrity
Construction.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PHOTO

AEDC Vice
President Ron
Hallenbeck
speaks with 
Rod Kubat
(Nyemaster
Goode, PC)
upon arriving 
at the Gateway
Hotel.

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE PHOTO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Cindy Schwickerath,Heartland 
Technology Solutions; Sam Schill and
Justin Strodtman, both from Sigler 
Companies, flash a smile for the camera.
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