
Chamber UpdateAugust 2009

The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

The Thrill of the Grill:
Ames Chamber 
Annual Steak Fry
5 to 7  p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 8,
Iowa State Center Courtyard

Be a part of the tradition! Ames
Chamber members and their guests
are invited to join the past board
chairs of the Ames Chamber at a fun,
casual (no ties allowed!) grill-your-
own steak fry! Don’t miss out on this
great networking event where you can
make new contacts and catch up with
hundreds of your best Chamber
friends. And everyone’s favorite mas-

cot Cy will on hand to join in the fun! 
The dinner event is $25 per person

and includes steak, salad, baked beans,
dessert, beer and non-alcoholic bever-
ages. (A vegetarian option is available
upon request.) For the best meal you’ll
have all month, register online at
www.ameschamber.com no later than
Tuesday, Sept. 1. Don’t miss out on
the event of the season!

Hundreds
of Chamber
members
enjoyed great
food and 
networking
at the Steak
Fry at Iowa
State Center
in 2008.
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By Raymond P. Towle,

Executive Director Political Affairs & Federation
Relations U.S. Chamber of Commerce

I
n these tough economic times, small
businesses need to tap the resources
that are available in their communi-
ties to weather the storm. They need

to look no further than their local chambers
for help. Local chambers advocate for
small businesses at the local, regional, state
and national levels. Every day, they work to
keep government at bay, so you can focus
on running your business. They also intro-
duce you to potential customers through
business referral programs, market your
business online and in their directories, and
offer special discounts through various
affinity programs such as insurance, ship-
ping and office supplies.

Local chambers are a one-stop shop for
business information, including market
access information for small businesses
thinking about expanding, economic pro-
files of the community, workforce statis-
tics, contact information for government
officials and regional trend studies.

Small business tool kits, which are
found on your local chamber’s Web site,
can help with developing business, mar-
keting and communications plans as well
as finding capital. If you’re thinking about
expanding your business, the local cham-
ber should be your first call.

Local chambers are one of the best
places to make business connections.
After-hour networking programs and
networking luncheons on topics relevant
to business help you stay in the game
and gain a competitive edge.

In addition, membership in your local
chamber can greatly enhance your compa-
ny’s brand. A national study titled “The
Real Value of Joining a Local Chamber of
Commerce,” conducted by the Schapiro
Group, an Atlanta-based marketing
research firm, suggests the following: 

• When consumers know a business is a
member of the local chamber, they are 44
percent more likely to think favorably of it.

• Consumers who are told that a busi-
ness is a chamber member are 51 percent
more likely to be highly aware of it and 57
percent more likely to think positively of
its local reputation. 

• Consumers are 63 percent more
likely to buy goods and services in the
future from a company that they believe
is a member of the local chamber of
commerce.

• In addition, when business decision
makers believe that a business is a cham-
ber member, they are 37 percent more
likely to think favorably of the business,
51 percent more likely to be highly
aware of it, 58 percent more likely to
think positively of its local reputation,
and 59 percent more likely to buy goods
and services from it.

With numbers like this, run, don’t
walk, to your local chamber and get
engaged with its program of work. A
strong chamber symbolizes a strong
community, and both benefit from each
other.

Reprinted by permission,
uschamber.com, July 2009. 

Copyright© 2009, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Tap assets to gain competitive edgeLOCAL CHAMBERS:
OUR BEST RESOURCE



T
he Ames Chamber of Commerce
encouraged shopping locally at
the 2009 Ames Fourth of July
parade. The rainy weather did not

dampen the spirits of our team of staff,
families, volunteers and sponsors who
showcased the “Shop Ames Grow Ames”
campaign to the community residents
and visitors at the Fourth of July celebra-
tion.

Thank you to our member businesses
that sponsored a shopping cart:

• Bartlett Financial 

• Capanna Coffee and Gelato
• Copyworks
• The Salon Professional Academy 
• Thank you to our member business-

es who donated to our parade entry:
• Carver ACE Hardware
• Hanson Homes
• Lincoln Center Hy-Vee
• Story Construction 
Shop Ames, Grow Ames: Think

Ames first for all your purchases!
For more coverage and photos from

the Fourth of July, see page 18.

AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE |  AUGUST 2009PAGE 2

Chamber of Commerce participates in parade

Event is presented by
Becker Underwood
and Cornerstone
Church

T
he-ninth annual Salute to Educa-
tors luncheon is scheduled for
Tuesday, Aug. 18, at Ames High
School. The event celebrates the

value of our area educators from Ames,
Gilbert and United Community Schools.
Lunch will be catered by West Hy-Vee
and Perfect Games, and goodie bags
filled with items from area businesses
will be given to 750 educators, adminis-
trators and staff at Ames, Gilbert, Unit-
ed, Ballard, Ames Christian and St.
Cecilia schools. On hand will be Ames
Chamber Board of Directors, the Educa-
tion Connections committee and Young
Professionals of Ames to facilitate the
event along with Chamber staff.

This year’s event theme is PIE (Part-
ners In Education): the filling between
the business community and school.
The PIE program was initiated in 2008
on a smaller level to create and foster
effective community and school part-

nerships by encouraging Chamber
members (businesses, organizations and
individuals) to become community
partners with local schools to enhance
the quality of education. PIE has
already successfully provided nearly 30
individuals to act as volunteer inter-
viewers, investors, bankers and pan-
elists for Ames High business inter-
views, Gilbert Elementary Youth Mar-

ketplace and a Gilbert High life skills
panel. At this year’s Salute to Educators
event, PIE will be kicked off throughout
all the schools reached by the Ames
Chamber of Commerce.

For more information about the
Ames Chamber Education Connections
committee or this event, please contact
Megan at megan@ameschamber.com or
Crystal at crystal@ameschamber.com.

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE

The 
Chamber
float rolls
down the
street 
during the
Fourth of
July parade.
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Ninth-annual salute to Educators is Aug. 18
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Participants enjoy last year’s Salute to Educators lunch.
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Business
Improvement
Forum: Building a 
Culture of 
Exceptional 
Service
7:30 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 20, 
Somerset Clubhouse, 2400
Aspen Road. Sponsored by:
Exchange State Bank Food
& Beverage Sponsor: Star-
bucks Coffee

Employees of Ames Cham-
ber business members are
invited to attend the next
Business Improvement Forum,
“Building a Culture of Excep-
tional Service.”  This is the
next forum in our “Unleashing
Potential” 2009 series present-
ed by ATW Training and Con-
sulting. New to this year’s
Forum is a member survey on
the monthly topic, placed in
our Chamber weekly e-mail

once a month. Results are
shared and used as discussion
points during the Forum. Look
for August’s forum survey
the week of Aug. 10. Please
register by Wednesday, Aug.
19, online at www.ames
chamber.com, or contact
Crystal at crystal@ames
chamber.com. A continental
breakfast is provided.

“World-Class 
Communication”
HR 
Communication
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 11, Gateway Hotel &
Conference Center, 2100
Green Hills Drive

This session will focus on
recruiting, interviewing and
communicating with prospec-
tive and current employees
on what the law requires and
allows. 

Registration is $15 for
Chamber members, $25 for
nonmembers, and includes

lunch. Register for this event
online at www.ames
chamber.com before Monday,

Aug. 6, or contact Crystal
with questions at
crystal@ameschamber.com.

Plan now for the fall
Business Improvement
Seminar
Everyday Creativity & Innovation
Business Improvement Seminar
8:30 a.m. to noon Thursday, Sept.
17, Hilton Garden Inn, 1325 Dickin-
son Ave.

Register now for this fun, interactive
and challenging seminar where we will
examine “what is creativity and innova-
tion?” We’ll also discuss several environ-
mental factors that can promote or destroy
an employee’s ability to generate good
ideas. Participants will be challenged to

use parts of the brain that might not get
accessed on a day-to-day basis through
challenging puzzles and problem-solving
exercises. 
During theseminar we will:

• Learn to use alternative and uncon-
ventional thinking methods to produce
new concepts, ideas and innovations.

• Participate in groups to utilize the
power of peers to promote creativity and
innovation.

This seminar is presented by ATW
Training & Consulting and Ames Cham-

ber of Commerce as part of the 2009
Business Improvement Forum Series &
Seminars, “Unleashing Potential.” Regis-
tration is $65 for members and $95 for
nonmembers. Register online at
www.ameschamber.com or call Crystal at
(515) 232-2310.

Business Improvement Seminar seeks
creative and innovative exhibitors
Creativity and innovation are two highly
sought after skills. Creative and innova-
tive Chamber member businesses are
highly sought after, as well.

Are you a creative genius but just
want more people to know about your
product? Is your business an innovative
leader in business practices such as social
media or “going green,” for example?

Then we are looking for you! 
We are seeking “creative and innova-

tive” businesses to display their talents and
products at the Business Improvement
Seminar, Everyday Creativity and Innova-
tion, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, Thursday,
Sept. 17, at the Hilton Garden Inn.

Exhibit sponsorship is $125 and
includes a display table, scheduled net-
working time during the seminar, distribu-
tion of marketing materials, promotion in
the Chamber weekly e-mail update and
recognition in the Chamber monthly
update. For more information and to sign
up to be a “creative and innovative” spon-
sor, please contact Crystal at
crystal@ameschamber.com or (515) 232-
2310.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT SEMINAR

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Chamber members enjoy a group activity during a recent Professional 
Development Series lunch and learn.



Leadership Ames
Class XXII leaves a
lasting impact on
community
Ames Chamber getting ready for
Class XXIII in 2009-2010

Even though the 2008-2009 Lead-
ership Ames class graduated more
than two months ago, participants in
Class XXII have continued to work
through the summer to leave a lasting
impact on the Ames community. 

Each year, the Chamber’s Leader-
ship Ames program produces a hand-
ful of community service projects
coordinated through the class mem-
bers. Over the years, our community
has been the recipient of a wide vari-
ety of service projects benefiting resi-
dents of all ages, backgrounds and
interest. The four service projects from
this year’s Class XXII have continued
in this tradition:

Community Needs Wish List
This project team took on several

projects: raising funds needed to pur-
chase video equipment for Heartland
Senior Services, replacing the side-
walk in front of the Emergency Resi-
dence Project and providing the fee for
the non-profit filing status for Food at
First. In May, this project team auc-
tioned off a reception with ISU Foot-
ball Coach Paul Rhoads and his wife,
Vickie. The anonymous winning bid-
der donated the reception back to
Heartland Senior Services with the
stipulation that veterans would be the
invited guests at the reception. In July,
the team replaced the sidewalk in front
of the Emergency Residence Project.
This fall, the project team will use the
newly purchased video equipment to
interview local veterans to archive
their stories.

Project team: Heath Hill (Individ-
ual Member); Kyle Horn (Manpower
Inc.); Becky Perkovich (Mainstream
Living Inc.); Jolene Randall (Knapp-
Tedesco Insurance); and Chad West
(Haila Architecture Structure Plan-
ning).

New Van for Boys & Girls Club of
Story County

Although the Boys and Girls Club
recently replaced an “ancient” 12-pas-
senger van, the organization was still in
need of a smaller van to transport six to
eight people. In order to raise funds for
a newer minivan (one to three years
old) and obtain a long-term service
package, this project team is soliciting
donations and will sell sponsor decals
that will be displayed on the van. This
team is currently working on a press kit
to assist in their fundraising efforts and
will soon be promoting their project in
the community. To contribute or for
more information, please contact Crys-
tal at crystal@ameschamber.

Project team: Lauris Olson
(Ames365.com); Dave Prochaska
(Story Construction); Harry Samms
(City of Ames); Greg White (George
White Chevrolet); and Kathy Wieland
(Iowa State University).

Glass Recycling Program
To increase the awareness and quan-

tity of recycling glass in Ames, thereby
protecting our environmentally friendly
Resource Recovery Plant from unnec-
essary wear and tear, this project team
facilitated another glass recycling drop-
off at the new Fareway location. This
team continues their work as they are
busy conducting a cost-analysis of a
residential glass-recycling program, as
well as working with area waste han-

dlers about ways to increase awareness
of the need to recycle glass to their cus-
tomers.

Project team: Irina Bassis (Mary
Greeley Medical Center); Jake Hanson
(Hanson Homes); Amy Juhnke
(Lutheran Services in Iowa); Frank
Nogel (ISU Athletic Department); and
Colette Rutherford (First American
Bank).

Blood Drive Teaming up with
Renewable Energy Group and Todd
& Sargent

This project team hosted a commu-
nity blood drive for the Blood Center of
Iowa, benefiting our two area hospitals,
Mary Greeley Medical Center and
Story County Medical Center. One pint
of blood can save up to three lives, and
71 pints was collected from this com-
munity effort.

Project team: Don Chrusciel (Iowa
State University FP&M); Julie Harris
(U.S. Bank); Mary Ann Lundy (United
Way of Story County); Adam Sander
(Renewable Energy Group); and Clau-
dia Shebetka (Woodruff
Design/Woodruff Construction).

The Chamber is set to continue the
Leadership Ames tradition with a new
class beginning in September. Applica-
tions for the program were due at the
end of July, and candidates selected for
this year’s class will be announced by
the middle of August.
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2009 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cozette Hadley Rosburg, Chair 

Becker Underwood
Maureen Dockstader, Chair-elect/
Treasurer

LWBJ, LLP
Carol Kisling,Vice Chair, Community
Development

KASI/KCCQ
Chad Copley,Vice Chair, Membership

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
Jolene Randall,Vice Chair, Government
Affairs

Knapp-Tedesco Insurance
Darryl Bennett, Immediate Past Chair

Championship Productions & Duplication
Dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Bob Anders

U.S. Bank
Becky Barclay

Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
Brian Dieter

Mary Greeley Medical Center
Michelle King

The Krell Institute
Kim Linduska

DMACC
Frank Nogel

ISU Athletic Department
Daniel Oh

Renewable Energy Group
Mark Reinig

Iowa State University
Scott Sanders

First American Bank

The Chamber Update newsletter is pub-
lished by the Ames Chamber of Commerce,
1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110,Ames, IA,
50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US

Mark Stenberg
(Stenberg 
Concrete);
Heath Hill 
(individual
member); and
Chad West
(Haila 
Architecture
Structure 
Planning),
remove the old
sidewalk in front
of the Emergency
Residence Shelter.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PHOTO
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YPA teamed up with
Ames Jaycees to hold
Friday After Work at
Ames on the Halfshell 

The Young Professionals of Ames
teamed up with the Ames Jaycees by
hosting their Friday After Work at the
Ames on the Half Shell summer con-
cert series. Admission was free for the
first 25 members through the door.
Bonne Finken and the Collective per-
formed, and a good time was had by
all! The Ames on the Half Shell sum-
mer concert series continues through
Aug. 7, Friday evenings at Bandshell
Park.

YPs chalk it up,
bounce around and
test their bubble
blowing skills at Tune
In to Main Street

Once again this year, volunteers
with the Young Professionals of Ames
have volunteered to oversee a chil-
dren’s booth of games like hula hoops,
jump rope, bubbles, sidewalk chalk
and paint at the 10-week Tune In to
Main Street summer concert series in
Tom Evans Park.

“YPA continues to participate in
this event to increase partnerships and
outreach activities in the Ames com-
munity,” said Michelle Benton, YPA
board member and liaison to the Com-
munity Outreach and Partnerships
committee. “Sponsoring the children’s
activities is a great opportunity for us
to continue to get our name out in the
community and show the value our
organization places on volunteerism.”

YPs get past the B.S.,
learn to pursue
educational opportu-
nities beyond a Bach-
elor’s degree

Attendees gathered together on Aug.
4, to learn from local professionals
about obtaining an advanced degree.
Professionals from in and around the
Ames community shared stories from
their paths toward achieving a degree
beyond their Bachelor’s. Speakers
included Allison Reich, Academic
Adviser for the College of Design at
Iowa State University, Dr. Andrew Nor-
man, Associate Professor of Marketing
at Drake University, Mike O’Donnell is
currently a project manager at the Cen-
ter for Industrial Research and Service
at Iowa State University, and Vitaly
Pecharsky, Chief Technology Office for
SlickDeals.Net. Nathan Jobe, YPA
Leadership & Development committee
member as well as Drake University
graduate student and full-time Patient
Service Representative at McFarland
Clinic, chose to take the lead in plan-
ning this Lunch & Learn because “Post
Bachelor degree programs are too often

perceived as available only to a select
few. I feel it's important to let individu-
als know that all it takes is hard work
and a little time to reach one's goals.
Intelligence, money, and/or social status
should never stop anyone from fulfilling
their dreams.

This Lunch and Learn was a great
opportunity for people who want to pur-
sue higher degrees but don't know
where to start.”  

Visit www.ypames.com to view the
upcoming September and October
Lunch & Learns.

Mark Your Calendars
for Upcoming YPA
Events:
YPA Annual Golf Outing: 11:30 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 7, Ames Golf & Country
Club

Enjoy an afternoon of golf with YPA!
YPA’s fourth-annual Golf Outing will be
Aug. 7 at Ames Golf and Country Club.
Registration is $49 for members and $59
for nonmember guests. Entry fee
includes lunch, greens fees, golf cart,
prizes for winning teams, and a prize raf-
fle!* This is a casual 18 hole, best-shot
competition. Registration and lunch will

begin at 11:30 a.m. and a shotgun start at
1 p.m. Please register online at
www.ypames.com.

*Note: This drawing is for YPA mem-
bers with active registrations only.

Music on the Lawn at Prairie Moon
Winery: 3 to 6 pm. Sunday, Aug. 30

Join fellow YPA members for a Casu-
al Connections gathering at Ames’ own
Prairie Moon Winery from 3 to 6 p.m.
Sunday, July 26. Located just west of
Ames Golf & Country Club on West
190th Street, Prairie Moon hosts a week-
ly summer concert series during the
months of June through September. The
Aug. 30 concert will feature the folk
music of Jen Mclung and Pete Manasis.

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS
OF AMES

Committee meetings
• Leadership and Professional

Development,Ames Chamber, Noon,
Aug. 10.

• Community Outreach & Part-
nerships,Ames Chamber, Noon,Aug.
11.

• Membership & Social,Ames
Chamber, Noon,Aug. 27.

YPA 2008-09 
Annual Sponsors

Ames Chamber of Commerce
Ames Community Bank 
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Produc-

tions
Green Hills Health Care
Green Hills Retirement Com-

munity
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU Masters of Business Admin-

istration Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

YPA participated in this year’s Fourth of July parade! Thank you to volunteers Travis
Kramer, Nathan Jobe, Julienne Krennrich, Chris Betts and Dan Nutini for braving the
rain and tossing out candy at the parade!
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RIBBON CUTTINGS
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Skinsational celebrated being a part of the Ames Chamber with a ribbon cutting
on July 9. It offers a wide variety of spa services including facials, massage, waxing
and much more.They also use and sell completely organic facial products. Stop by
3206 S. Duff Ave. or call 233-1714 to make your appointment with Sara.
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Travel and Transport Vacations unveiled its new signage with a ribbon cutting
on June 18. It is a full-service travel agency for vacations as well as corporate travel.
It has been in the industry for more than 60 years. Stop by and talk to manager
Susan about your travel dreams at 213 Duff Ave. or call her at 232-6640.
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Hilton Garden Inn welcomed the Ames community to its hotel with a ribbon cut-
ting.The hotel is proud to be a part of the traditions established more than 80 years
ago by Conrad Hilton.The hotel has 2,200+ square feet of meeting space, compli-
mentary wireless Internet and the latest in self-adjusting bed technology. Be sure
and stop by to see Sales Director Sheryl at 1325 Dickinson Ave. or call 233-8001.
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Party Time Special Events introduced its new Lilly hangable line with a ribbon
cutting on June 16.This product line carries cute and colorful plastic containers and
bowls. Party Time Special Events has been located in Ames for more than 18 years.
It specialize in tents, tables, chairs and table-top accessories. It also carry the widest
selection of balloons and the lowest prices. Stop by and see Sue at 302 S.Third
Street, or call 233-4067.
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If you have a new business, relocation, expansion or business anniversary, let the Chamber celebrate with you! Contact Cindy Doolittle
at (515) 232-2310 to schedule a ribbon cutting of your own.

✂
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Ames Golf and Country Club celebrated the opening of the Club’s brand-new
pool with a ribbon cutting on June 12.The pool features zero-depth entry, two
slides, diving boards, fun-brella and six lap lanes to host swim meets.The Club has a
variety of membership options from Social to full Family Memberships to accommo-
date needs on an individual basis. Call manager Cory at 232-8334 with any ques-
tions or stop by the clubhouse at 5752 George Washington Carver Blvd.

Roxanne Aden,The Ames Tribune
Kim Behrendt,Wells Fargo Bank
Darryl Bennett, Championship Pro-

ductions
Steve Bock, RE/MAX
Dominic Boomgarden, U.S. Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Ross Buffington, Exchange State Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at Somer-

set
John Coder,Ames Community Bank
Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank
Scott Gabrielson, Knapp Tedesco

Insurance

Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit
Union

Casey Roth, First National Bank
Barry Green,Ames Community

Bank
John Greving,The Ames Tribune
Abby Hausmann,The Blood Cen-

ter of Iowa
Patrick Henry,Adams Funeral

Home
Kyle Horn, Manpower
Susan Hoshor, Knapp Tedesco

Insurance

Traci Jennings, RE/MAX Real Estate
Center

Matt Julich, Bear Marketing
Jeremy Kippley, U.S. Bank
Sara Lehman, First National Bank
Joy Leister,Valley Bank
Ryan Lynch, First National Bank
Shelly Miller, Sam’s Club
Angela Moore,Ames Convention &

Visitors Bureau
David Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Tom Randall,Tom Randall Real

Estate Team
Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland

Technology Solutions
Andy Schnurr, First American Bank
Mary Beth Scott,Tribune/About

People
Claudia Shebetka,Woodruff

Design/Construction
Michael Sills, OnMedia Precision TV

Advertising
Kristine Snyder, Gateway Hotel &

Conference Center
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
Adam Steil, F&M Bank
Austin Woodin, Edward Jones

Investments

AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS
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Gee Willie Entertainment celebrated its Ames Chamber membership with a ribbon
cutting on June 30. It provides quality entertainment services to organizations and indi-
viduals throughout the state of Iowa. Starting out as a disc jockey service, Gee Willie
entertainment has grown to include many types of entertainment services including
interactive inflatable games, a climbing wall, mechanical bulls, special effects, entertainers,
carnival games and consulting services. Call Willie at 233-5699 or stop by the office at
1609 Golden Aspen, Suite 102. Check out the Web site at www.geewillie.com.
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Thank you to the following members
who have donated 10 percent more than
their annual dues for Chamber projects:

Adams Moving
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica
Chitty Garbage Service
Mediacom
Midwest Heritage Bank
Prairie Moon Winery
Quality Motors/U-Save Auto Rentals
Valley Bank
Waste Management

Because of contributions from mem-
bers like these, the Ames Chamber can
maintain a level of excellence in the
services we provide. All of our Gold
Members will be recognized with a Gold
Member decal and at our Annual Event.

CHAMBER

M E M B E R S

The CPMI Event Center is
a 9,600-square-foot facility
located in the ISU Research
Park. The Center is a great
rental opportunity for your next
event whether you are planning
a banquet, business meeting,
product launch, seminar, club
function, fund-raiser, class
reunion, reception, or any large
or small event. Please contact
Richard Janssen at (515) 244-
1166 for more information and
for their current rates,
www.cpmievent
center.com.

Ferguson Enterprises/Elec-
tric has years of experience
with heating and cooling equip-
ment and electrical systems in
residential, commercial, munici-
pal and industrial
applications. As a service man-
ager, project foreman and a
home-owner, Ferguson stresses
quality service. Contact Ken for
an estimate at (515) 450-1890
or ken.ferguson@
mchsi.com. Health Alliance
Midwest provides group health
insurance for groups with two
or more employees, functions as
a full-service, third-party
administrator for employee ben-
efits and also provides self-
insurance. It offers COBRA,
flexible spending accounts,
HAS and HRA plan arrange-
ments. See Chris at 3510 Lin-
coln Way, or call her at (515)
296-1656 Ext 1324,
www.healthalliance.org. 

The Chamber welcomes new
individual member Tom Kilper,
2816 Thompson Drive, to our
Ames Chamber membership.

Midwest Insurance Corpo-
ration (MIC GROUP Insur-
ance Agencies) is a multi-line
insurance agency established in
1983 consisting of agencies in
Nevada, Mt. Vernon, Collins
and Maxwell. These four agen-
cies bring together 19 insur-
ance professionals to serve the
needs of 4,500 customers.
Insurance available includes
farm property, crop/hail, busi-
ness, renters, home owners,
auto, life, health, long term
care, disability or retirement
plans. Risk management,
employee benefits manage-
ment, health promotion/well-
ness and safety program devel-
opment are other services MIC
offer. Contact Rick Hugdahl at
(515) 382-3541 or 1601 South
B Ave., Building A, Suite 1 in
Nevada, www.midwestins.com.

The Chamber welcomes new
individual member Nathan
Olson, 5414 NW 88th St.,
Johnston, to our Ames Cham-
ber membership.

Planet Sub offers more than
40 fresh-baked subs with
unique ingredients including
guacamole, cream cheese and
more than 10 vegetarian
options. There is plenty of
parking, catering and delivery
are available, and call-ins are
handled fast. Box lunches,
party trays and 2-foot subs are
offered to help feed any hun-
gry crowd. It is open from10
a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday to
Sunday. Call Barbara at (515)
292-9717 or stop by 2320 Lin-
coln Way. Check out their
menu at www.planetsub.com.

Welcome, new Ames
Chamber members

Join the Chamber!

Are YOU a member of the
Ames Chamber of Com-
merce?

Make new connections,
market your business and
take advantage of professional
development programs and
more when you join the Ames
Chamber of Commerce!

When you join, here are
some of the many benefits
you can take advantage of
right away!

• Post coupons on our Web
site for FREE.

• Attend monthly Business
After Hours, Business at
Breakfasts, Business Improve-
ment Forums, Speed Net-
working and more for FREE.

• Take advantage of reason-
ably priced ways to promote
your businesssuch as ribbon
cuttings, mailing labels and
membership mailer, just to
name a few.

• Discounted Young Profes-
sionals of Ames membership
(ages 21 to 40).

You may apply for member-
ship directly at
www.ameschamber.com or
contact Membership Direc-
tor Cindy at (515) 232-2310
or cindy@ameschamber.com.

Ames Chamber 
and AEDC staff

• Dan Culhane
President/CEO 

• Eve Doi
Vice President, Communications and
Chamber Operations 

• Ron Hallenbeck
Vice President, Existing Industry 

• Cindy Doolittle
Membership Director 

• Crystal Davis
Program Manager 

• Megan Backman
Program Manager 

• Amy Mogren
Finance and Administration Manager 

• Meghan Steward
Receptionist

• Bob Vohs
Volunteer

• Jayne McGuire
Main Street Cultural District Director 

• Jennifer Schill
Main Street Cultural District Events
Coordinator
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August calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29

10

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce
AEDC: Ames Economic Development
Commission
BAH: Business After Hours
C: Chamber office
R/C: Ribbon cutting
YPA: Young Professionals of Ames

30 31

9 a.m.: Member-
ship Committee
(C)

11:30 a.m.: YPA Golf
(AGCC)

Noon: Gov’t Affairs (C)

5 p.m.: FAW (Brewer’s)

7:30 a.m.:
Business Improve
Council (C)

Noon: Prof Dev
Series (Gateway)

ISU fall semester begins

11:30 a.m.: YPA
Lunch & Learn
(Gerdin)

11:30 a.m.: Prof
Dev Lunch (Gate-
way)

Noon: YPA Out-
reach (C)

7 a.m.: AEDC
Exec (C)

Noon: New
Member Lunch

7:30 a.m.: Business
Improve (Somerset)

5 p.m.: Bus After
Hours (Story Con-
struct)

Noon: YPA
Lead/Prof Dev (C)

Noon: YPA
Member Com-
mittee (C)

5 p.m.: Sen.
Grassley Ambas-
sador Tour
(Reiman)

7 a.m.: AEDC
Board (ISUF)

8 a.m.: AEDC
Quarterly Investors
Bkfst (ISUF)

11:30 a.m.:
Salute to Educa-
tors (invite only)

3 p.m.: YPA
Casual 
Connections
(Prairie Moon)
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By Mackenzie Propst

T
he annual Fourth of July cele-
bration in the District saw a
fair amount of rain this year,
but that didn’t dampen the

spirits of everyone in attendance. Rain
continued through the Bill Riley Tal-
ent Search and the parade. Despite the
rainy conditions, festivities pressed
on, and many people stopped on Main
Street to show their red, white and
blue spirit.

The Bill Riley Talent Search fea-
tured performers of all ages compet-
ing for the final round to be held in
Des Moines at the Iowa State Fair in
August. The rain didn’t slow any of
the performers down. Friends and
family members watched under pon-
chos and umbrellas in support. 

The parade followed the talent
search. Approximately 85 businesses
and individual entries participated in
the parade. Jeffery Zaslow, author of
New York Time’s best-seller “The
Girls from Ames,” was the grand
marshal. Later, he hosted a book
signing in Bandshell Park where
many came for a meet-and-greet. His
locally-inspired book was also avail-
able for purchase.

Families gathered in Bandshell
Park after the parade to enjoy live
music, food and kids activities. Many
other organizational booths were set
up around the park to promote, sell
and inform. Live music entertainment
was provided by two native Iowa
rock groups, The Nadas and The Box
Brothers. Shannon Bardole, a mem-
ber of the Ames Jaycees, said there
were approximately 540 adults and
children who paid admission to enter
the fenced area in Bandshell Park
after the parade.

“I still consider that to be a real
good turnout considering the weath-
er,” Bardole said.

MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT

Fourth of July: Numbers Down, Spirits Up

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

DMACC President Rob Denson was at the wheel to drive the semi downtown Ames.

Hundreds
came to spend
the afternoon
at Bandshell
Park to hear
live music 
during the
Fourth of July
Festival.

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE PHOTO

The Main Street Cultural District
would like to thank all sponsors for
helping put on this event: Ames City
Electric, AmesNewsOnline.com and
The Ames Bulletin Board, Tom Ran-
dall, The Ames Jaycees, Alliant
Energy, Chitty Garbage Service, Jet
Print and Electronic Engineering.
Also thank you to the parade spon-
sors: Iowa State University, First
National Bank and Mary Greeley
Medical Center.
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Jason Walsmith and Mike Butterworth, of The
Nadas, performed to fans at the Bandshell.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Duck Worth Wearing was prepared for the weather in
style for the parade.

FOURTH OF JULY FAMILY FESTIVITIES

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Ames was pleased to welcome The Box Brothers to
play at the Fourth of July Festival.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

A little rain didn’t stop the tumblers in the
District’s parade!

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Colorful, cheery parade entries brightened up the rainy July 4th Parade in the Main Street Cultural
District
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Customers save at
Summer Sidewalk Sales
Summer Sidewalk Sales, Thursday,
July 30 thru Saturday, Aug. 2, at the
Main Street Cultural District

Many downtown businesses took
part in the Main Street Cultural Dis-
trict’s Summer Sidewalk Sales last
weekend by holding specials, promo-
tions and sales at their businesses.

“It’s a really big weekend for us.
This year, we had a section with
clothes marked down to a dollar or
less, said Amy Abrams, owner of
Duck Worth Wearing. “We look for-
ward to the Sidewalk Sales every
year.”

Customers not only enjoyed sales,
but free parking and extended store
hours. If you missed out on the action
visit downtown on Thursday
evenings when most stores remain
open until 8 p.m.

District gearing up for
this year’s Music Walk
MusicWalk, 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 17, at the Main Street Cultural
District

The District will be alive with the
sound of music during the third annual
MusicWalk on Thursday Sept. 17. The
Main Street Cultural District is hosting
the event, which brings local musicians
into downtown businesses to showcase
their talents. We invite everyone in the
community to come out and enjoy the
festivities from 5 to 8 p.m. Food ven-
dors will also be located throughout
The District. There will be something
for everyone, with music ranging from

jazz and blues to folk and even rock, so
save the date and come enjoy good food
and great music in the District!

M
ore than any other news story,
the dominating headlines of
2009 have all been related to our
economy. While Ames has

experienced decades of insulation from
much of the nation’s economic roller coast-
er history, the recession is certainly felt here
locally, and decisive measures are being
taken at Ames-area businesses.

Now, perhaps more than ever before, is
the time for businesses to keep up with
legislative activities on state and federal
levels and to take action to support activity
that promotes a good climate for com-
merce. This is no longer a time when the
masses can wait for the few to make a dif-
ference. 

In the past six months, the most signifi-
cant policy measure taken by our federal
government was to create the $787 billion
stimulus package that included funding
infrastructure, assistance for home buyers
and unemployed individuals, state govern-
ments and tax incentives among other pro-
grams. Stimulus money that has come to
Iowa was used to partially close our
State’s own budget gap, but these are one-

time funds that cannot be counted on to
replicate themselves. For Iowa, this unfor-
tunately adds to the unsustainable spend-
ing growth experienced in the past several
years. 

While no one wants their budget cut,
difficult and drastic decisions must be
made by our legislators to begin to rectify
the spending gap without harming the
entities that generate revenue. This means
that caution should be used when propos-
ing legislation that adds additional burdens
to business, including increased costs that
would stem from unbalanced health care
reform, regulatory mandates, and labor
issues like prevailing wage and “card
check.”

In the months ahead, watch carefully
the details associated with health care
reform proposals. While most would agree
that some kind of reform is due, any legis-
lation suggesting mandates for businesses
will not only increase overall cost of busi-
ness, but statistics show it will also cer-
tainly lead to more layoffs.

Also, pay attention to bills proposed
regarding “climate change” or renewable

energy standards. Again, while global cli-
mate change should be addressed, there
are solutions available that won’t hurt jobs
or the economy but will promote technol-
ogy, energy and cost efficiency, and inter-
national acceptance. The oft-mentioned
“Cap and Trade” program has been met
with tremendous protest because of the
sizable increase in costs that will be
incurred by municipal utilities and private
businesses alike.

While some are just trying to hang on
to what they have and wait out the eco-
nomic storm, this is really the opportune
time to talk with your local, state and fed-
eral legislators about your concerns and
real-life examples of what is at hand for
your business. Remember, their job is to
listen to you, their constituents. Start by
taking one more step; pay closer attention
to the news; find out what a proposed bill
is really about; call your representative or
set up an appointment with their staff. The
success of your business and your invest-
ments is your responsibility. How much
more will it cost you to not do anything at
all?

You can contact city, county and state
legislators directly through the Ames
Chamber Web site at www.ames
chamber.com under “Contact Elected
Officials.” To contact our federal officials,
note the following contact information.

• Congressman Tom Latham
Ames office: 1421 South Bell Ave, Suite
108A; 50010
(515) 232-2885
2217 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C., 20515
(202) 225-5476
www.tomlatham.house.gov.

• Senator Chuck Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510-1501
(202) 224-3744
http://grassley.senate.gov.

• Senator Tom Harkin
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
(202) 224-3254.
http://harkin.senate.gov

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS REPORT

Federal legislation affects the economy;What’s ahead for business?

MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT
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