
BIOTECHNOLOGY 

AMES LABORSHED AREA 

Workers who have transferable experience/skills in the industry are currently commuting an average of 9 miles one 
way for work.  Those who are likely to change/accept employment are willing to commute an average of 24 miles one 
way for the right employment opportunity. 
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Ames Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development 
304 Main Street 

Ames, Iowa 50010  
Phone: (515) 232-2310  |  Email: brenda@ameschamber.com 
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47,423 (77.8%)

5,059 (8.3%)
1,707 (2.8%)

6,766 (11.1%)
7.4%

75.0%

Employed *Unemployed Homemakers Retired
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19.5%
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Training, 2.8%

Associate 

Degree , 19.4%

Bachelor's 

Degree , 25.0%

Master's or 

Professional 

Degree , 11.1%

BIOTECHNOLOGY 
ÙěġìāÁġÙÕ ġĈġÁû Îķ ÙāĔûĈķāÙĂġ ěġÁġĥě όĔÙėÏÙĂġÁäÙύΥ 

ÙÕĥÏÁġìĈĂÁû ûÙİÙûΥ  
όттΦу҈ éÁİÙ ÁĂ ÙÕĥÏÁġìĈĂ ÎÙķĈĂÕ éìäé ěÏéĈĈûύ 

ġĈĔ ÷ĈÎ ěÙÁėÏé ėÙěĈĥėÏÙěΥ  
όCƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ōȅ ǳǎŜΦύ 

Ğ Internet - 58.1% 
Ğ www.indeed.com 
Ğ www.linkedin.com 
Ğ www.monster.com 
Ğ Newspapers - 32.3% 
Ğ IowaWORKS Centers - 25.8% 
Ğ Networking through friends, family  
or acquaintances - 22.6% 
Ğ Private Employment Services - 22.6% 

ıĈėùĔûÁÏÙ ãûÙĶìÎìûìġķΥ  
όōȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘύ 

Ğ Varied shifts - 62.5% 
Ğ Cross-training - 50.0% 
Ğ Job teams - 42.9% 
Ğ Job sharing - 37.5% 
Ğ Temporary work - 37.5% 
Ğ Seasonal work - 25.0% 

ÙāĔûĈķāÙĂġ ěġÁġěΥ 

Ğ 34.3% paid an annual salary 
Ğ 94.4% are/were employed full-time 
Ğ   5.6% are/were employed part-time 

Ğ 45.7% are/were self-employed 

ϝ9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŦ-ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƛŎǘŜǊ ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴΦ 

ÙěġìāÁġÙÕ ÁİÁìûÁÎûÙ ûÁÎĈė ĔÙė ĈÏÏĥĔÁġìĈĂÁû ÏÁġÙäĈėķΥ 

ÁĂ ÙěġìāÁġÙÕ ġĈġÁû Ĉã слΣфрр ĔÙĈĔûÙ ìĂ ġéÙ ûÁÎĈėěéÙÕ ÁėÙÁ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ
www.indeed.com 
www.linkedin.com 
www.monster.com 
www.aphl 
www.careerbuilder.com 
 
 
bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ
The Des Moines Register 
Daily Tribune 
Des Moines Register 
Grinnell Herald
Newton Daily News 
 
 

LABOR CHARACTERISTICS  

ÕÙěìėÙÕ ÎÙĂÙãìġěΥ ÏĥėėÙĂġ ÎÙĂÙãìġěΥ 

ĥĂÕÙėÙāĔûĈķāÙĂġ όÙěġìāÁġÙÕύΥ  
Ğ Low hours - 0.0%   
Ğ Mismatch of skills - 0.0%   

ĥĂÕÙėÙāĔûĈķāÙĂġ  
Ğ Low income - 0.0%   
Ğ Total - 0.0%   

όLƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǝƴƎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ ¦ƴŘŜǊŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦύ 

Ğ Agricultural & Food Science Technicians - 1,245 
Ğ Agricultural Workers, All Other - 1,250 
Ğ Chemical Technicians - 1,246 
Ğ Dietitians & Nutritionists - 1,248 
Ğ Engineering Technicians, Except Drafters, All Other - 4,976 
Ğ Engineers, All Other - 14,930 
Ğ Environmental Engineers - 1,239 
Ğ Environmental Science & Protection Technicians, Including                   
Health - 1,247 
Ğ Environmental Scientists & Specialists, Including Health - 1,244 
Ğ Farmers, Ranchers, & Other Agricultural Managers - 8,710 
Ğ Farmworkers & Laborers, Crop, Nursery, & Greenhouse - 1,249 
Ğ Industrial Production Managers - 1,237 
Ğ Inspectors, Testers, Sorters, Samplers, & Weighers - 3,733 
Ğ Life Scientists, All Other - 1,243 
Ğ Life, Physical, & Social Science Technicians, All Other - 2,488 
Ğ Medical & Clinical Laboratory Technicians - 4,977 
Ğ Medical & Clinical Laboratory Technologists - 3,732 
Ğ Medical Scientists, Except Epidemiologists - 1,242 
Ğ Natural Sciences Managers - 1,238 
Ğ Soil & Plant Scientists - 1,240 
Ğ Zoologists & Wildlife Biologists - 1,241 

ÙāĔûĈķāÙĂġ ěġÁġěΥ 

Ğ 10.7% hold two or more jobs 
Ğ Currently working an average                   
of 53 hours/week 



Balance of data compiled by Iowa Workforce Development  
using Laborshed data released in 2020. 

BIOTECHNOLOGY 

The 2019 Iowa Wage data for the Ames Laborshed area was produced by the Labor Force & Occupational Analysis Bureau to provide communities local 
information on wages by occupation.  The source of the wage and employment data is based on the May 2018 OES estimates.  Additional occupational wage 
and employment data can be found at ǿǿǿΦƛƻǿŀƭƳƛΦƎƻǾκƭŀōƻǊǎƘŜŘ. 

LABOR CHARACTERISTICS  

OCCUPATION
OCCUPATIONAL 

CODE

 MEAN                

WAGE 

 ENTRY                   

WAGE 

 EXPERIENCED 

WAGE 

 MEDIAN 

WAGE 

 MEAN ANNUAL 

SALARY 

Agricul tural  and Food Science Technicians 19-4011 $26.12 $16.52 $30.91 $24.62 $54,324

Agricul tural  Engineers 17-2021 $41.54 $29.30 $47.66 $39.18 $86,405

Agricul tural  Inspectors 45-2011 $23.63 $19.63 $25.62 $23.21 $49,141

Agricul tural  Workers, Al l  Other 45-2099 $20.39 $13.50 $23.84 $21.13 $42,420

Animal Breeders 45-2021 $15.11 $11.62 $16.86 $13.62 $31,428

Animal Scientis ts 19-1011 $33.28 $23.65 $38.09 $30.30 $69,217

Archi tectural  and Engineering Managers 11-9041 $57.40 $35.38 $68.41 $51.10 $119,400

Biochemists and Biophysicis ts 19-1021 $23.99 $17.38 $27.30 $24.70 $49,905

Biological  Scientis ts , Al l  Other 19-1029 $33.28 $19.46 $40.19 $33.16 $69,224

Biological  Technicians 19-4021 $22.26 $14.47 $26.16 $21.93 $46,303

Biomedical  Engineers 17-2031 $31.98 $18.90 $38.52 $27.44 $66,512

Chemical  Engineers 17-2041 $46.00 $33.18 $52.41 $44.93 $95,676

Chemical  Equipment Operators and Tenders 51-9011 $17.69 $11.28 $20.90 $15.45 $36,804

Chemical  Technicians 19-4031 $22.02 $15.68 $25.20 $21.08 $45,811

Chemists 19-2031 $30.61 $20.55 $35.64 $28.79 $63,669

Conservation Scientis ts 19-1031 $27.51 $18.60 $31.97 $25.95 $57,224

Cool ing and Freezing Equipment Operators and Tenders 51-9193 $16.50 $12.56 $18.47 $15.18 $34,322

Dietetic Technicians 29-2051 $13.76 $10.81 $15.24 $12.48 $28,623

Dieti tians and Nutri tionis ts 29-1031 $24.07 $14.40 $28.91 $24.63 $50,071

Engineering Technicians, Except Drafters, Al l  Other 17-3029 $28.97 $20.57 $33.17 $28.17 $60,252

Engineers, Al l  Other 17-2199 $41.02 $29.90 $46.59 $37.84 $85,331

Environmental  Engineering Technicians 17-3025 $24.33 $14.47 $29.25 $21.70 $50,598

Environmental  Engineers 17-2081 $37.77 $28.01 $42.66 $37.59 $78,571

Environmental  Science and Protection Technicians, Including Heal th 19-4091 $23.51 $15.22 $27.65 $23.46 $48,895

Environmental  Scientis ts  and Special is ts , Including Heal th 19-2041 $33.14 $24.36 $37.53 $32.86 $68,938

Farmers, Ranchers, and Other Agricul tural  Managers 11-9013 $42.72 $27.43 $50.36 $34.20 $88,853

Farmworkers and Laborers, Crop, Nursery, and Greenhouse 45-2092 $13.02 $8.66 $15.20 $11.18 $27,084

Farmworkers, Farm, Ranch, and Aquacul tural  Animals 45-2093 $15.24 $12.30 $16.71 $14.96 $31,697

Firs t-Line Supervisors of Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Workers 45-1011 $29.66 $20.10 $34.45 $29.88 $61,702

Firs t-Line Supervisors of Production and Operating Workers 51-1011 $27.98 $18.53 $32.71 $26.25 $58,207

Food Scientis ts  and Technologis ts 19-1012 $33.53 $21.71 $39.44 $30.52 $69,733

Forest and Conservation Technicians 19-4093 $21.16 $15.80 $23.84 $21.17 $44,010

Foresters 19-1032 $30.74 $23.22 $34.50 $31.13 $63,943

Geological  and Petroleum Technicians 19-4041 $19.38 $14.40 $21.88 $20.05 $40,319

Graders and Sorters, Agricul tural  Products 45-2041 $16.29 $14.30 $17.28 $16.69 $33,881

Industria l  Engineers 17-2112 $39.76 $29.25 $45.01 $38.22 $82,700

Industria l  Production Managers 11-3051 $45.40 $30.58 $52.81 $43.10 $94,432

Inspectors, Testers, Sorters, Samplers, and Weighers 51-9061 $19.83 $13.31 $23.08 $19.03 $41,240

Li fe, Physical , and Socia l  Science Technicians, Al l  Other 19-4099 $22.29 $15.72 $25.58 $20.08 $46,368

Medical  Scientis ts , Except Epidemiologis ts 19-1042 $32.51 $21.51 $38.00 $29.59 $67,612

Microbiologis ts 19-1022 $42.54 $26.05 $50.78 $41.94 $88,483

Natural  Sciences Managers 11-9121 $64.50 $41.39 $76.06 $59.48 $134,162

Nuclear Medicine Technologis ts 29-2033 $37.12 $30.77 $40.29 $36.13 $77,206

Petroleum Pump System Operators, Refinery Operators, and Gaugers 51-8093 $33.84 $26.86 $37.33 $34.40 $70,388

Plant and System Operators, Al l  Other 51-8099 $30.46 $26.30 $32.54 $29.95 $63,355

Separating, Fi l tering, Clari fying, Precipi tating, and Sti l l  Machine Setters, 

Operators, and Tenders
51-9012 $20.36 $14.87 $23.11 $20.40 $42,352

Soi l  and Plant Scientis ts 19-1013 $42.68 $22.59 $52.73 $38.58 $88,779

Veterinary Technologis ts  and Technicians 29-2056 $16.53 $13.11 $18.24 $15.74 $34,376

Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant and System Operators 51-8031 $23.79 $15.60 $27.89 $23.58 $49,481

Zoologis ts  and Wi ldl i fe Biologis ts 19-1023 $35.43 $31.24 $37.53 $34.60 $73,702


