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Chamber, AEDC, Young
Professionals gear up for retail
business survey

Volunteers will soon fan out across the Ames business
community to gather information for a business survey
unlike any that has been done here for several

years, according to ofpcials for the Ames Chamber
of Commerce and Ames Economic Development
Commission.

The target audiences for the survey will be local
entrepreneurs in retail and service businesses, and
the city’s convention- and tourism-based hospitality
industry.

Ron Hallenbeck, vice president for existing business
for the Chamber and AEDC, said a total of 700
business owners and managers are on a target list,
but the exact number of participants will be closer to
600. ...

None of the survey participants will be among those
on the last “executive call survey” of major Ames and
Mid-lowa employers, he said.

“We’'ll take the time we need to do it, especially

S0 we can get a good look at the attitudes of local
businesses in the current economic environment.

Young Professionals of Ames will provide volunteers to
help gather survey information, Hallenbeck said.

The electronic survey could go live ... shortly after the
prst of the year, he said.* ...

Survey results will be reviewed at a future date and
posted on the Chamber/AEDC Web site.

Hallenbeck said he expects the information [will] be
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in Ames and central lowa by
stimulating the expansion of
existing industry, attracting new
enterprises, and assuring a
favorable community climate for
new ideas and economic growth.

This report has been compiled
with the most current, accurate
information available in an
attempt to keep you informed on
key aspects of the Ames/Story
County economy. If you pnd
there is information not included
in this publication that you would
like to see, please contact us at
515-232-2310 or megan@
ameschamber.com.

shared with the city to combine with its
residential survey.

The survey will use the intellectual
property of Chicago-based Blane
Canada, Ltd., which markets its retail/
service industry product under the
brand name of Synchronist CRTS. For
more, visit: www.blanecanada.com.

Bob Zientara, The Tribune

*The survey will go live in early February.
YPA volunteers began making calls Friday,
January 29 to schedule interviews with

111 Chamber-member businesses. Ron
Hallenbeck will interview 16 businesses, and
the remaining 412 businesses will take the
survey online.
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