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MEDIA RELEASE

To:
Ames Media
From:    Ames Chamber of Commerce

Date:    November 12, 2008
Re:
Best Places to Raise Kids
Ames named one of the best places to raise your kids
Ames, Iowa – According to BusinessWeek, Ames was just named one of the top three places in Iowa to raise kids. West Des Moines was ranked number one in the state, while Ames and Cedar Rapids were runners up on the list.
The magazine and on-line news source ranked their top choices state by state using weighted criteria including school performance, number of schools, household expenditures, crime rates, job growth, diversity and more. All towns considered have at least 50,000 residents and a median family income between $40,000 and $100,000.

This is quite an affirmation for Ames, especially considering the tremendous growth experienced by West Des Moines in recent years. 
Dan Culhane, President and CEO of the Ames Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Commission agrees this news is a boon to the community, especially at a time when the economy is pulling spirits down.

“People are quick to compare Ames to other Iowa communities, but it’s news like this BusinessWeek ranking that reminds all of us that life really is good here, and that our future looks even better,” said Culhane.

The BusinessWeek ranking is another in a long series of commendations received by the Ames community just this year. Early in 2008 the Ames Chamber led an initiative to have Ames recognized as one of the Top 100 Communities for Youth in America by America’s Promise. In following months, Ames was named by Money Magazine on the “One of the Best Places to Live,” by Forbes Magazine as “The Sixth Smartest City in America,” and by Mother Earth News in the Top 10 “Great Places You’ve Never Heard Of.” In October, the Iowa Department of Economic Development also named Ames as the Tourism Community of the Year. 
The main organizing factor for the BusinessWeek list was affordability. According to contributing writer Prashant Gopal, BusinessWeek “weighted school performance and safety most heavily, but also gave strong weight to amenities and affordability.”
“That’s why, for example, Greenwich, Connecticut, with its good private schools, low crime and abundance of cultural amenities, was left out. It simply costs too much to live there,” writes Gopal.
The Ames Chamber of Commerce and Ames Economic Development Commission will be celebrating all of Ames’ 2008 awards, along with several other accomplishments in the business community at their joint Annual Event being held on Tuesday, February 3. Members of both organizations will receive more details about the program at the Iowa State Center in early December.

Contacts:           

· Eve Doi, Vice President,  Chamber Operations and Communication |232-2310 |eve@ameschamber.com
· Dan Culhane, President & CEO | 232-2310 | dan@ameschamber.com
Ames Chamber of Commerce 

1601 Golden Aspen Drive    Suite 110    Ames, Iowa 50010

p: 515.232.2310    f: 515.232.6716    www.ameschamber.com
0
Ames Chamber of Commerce 

1601 Golden Aspen Drive    Suite 110    Ames, Iowa 50010

p: 515.232.2310    f: 515.232.6716    www.ameschamber.com

