
Ames Tribune > Archives > Ames Tribune > News > Forbes: Ames is 5th fastest growing small city in U.S.

 

Weather Forecast

    

Search News:      

  

Advanced Search  
  

Archives > Ames Tribune > News

Print | E-mail | Comment (7 comment(s)) | Rate |  Text Size 

Forbes: Ames is 5th fastest growing small city in U.S.
By Jennifer Meyer 
Staff Writer
Published: Friday, December 17, 2010 12:18 PM CST

 Forbes.com has named Ames the nation’s fifth fastest-growing small town. 
 
 Using census estimates between 2006 and 2009, the website calculated the growth rates for towns with 
populations less than 100,000 residents. 
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 Fairbanks, Alaska, was the nation’s fastest-growing community, according to Forbes. Ames ranks respectively 
behind The Villages, Fla., Bozeman, Mont., and Palm Coast, Fla. 
 
 The population of the Ames metropolitan area increased by 8.8 percent from 80,145 people in 2006 to 
87,214 people in 2009, according to Forbes. 
 
 “We have grown,” Ames City Planner Charlie Kuester said. “But I attribute most of that to the university.” 
 
 According to registrar records, enrollment at Iowa State University grew from 25,462 students in 2006 to 27,945 
in 2009. The university saw record enrollment this fall with 28,682 students. 
 
 Kuester said a review of statistical data by city staff showed jobs in Ames were not keeping pace with increases 
in population and housing. 
 
Jennifer Meyer can be reached at (515) 663-6918            (515) 663-6918       
 
or jmeyer@amestrib.com. 
 
Top five fastest-growing small towns 
 
1. Fairbanks, Alaska 
 
 2009 population:  98,660 
 
 2006 population: 86,754 
 
 Growth: 13.8 percent 
 
2. The Villages, Fla. 
 
 2009 population: 77,681 
 
 2006 population: 68,769 
 
 Growth: 13.0 percent 
 
3. Bozeman, Mont. 
 
 2009 population: 90,343 
 
 2006 population: 81,763 
 
 Growth: 10.5 percent 
 
4. Palm Coast, Fla. 
 
 2009 Population: 91,622 
 
 2006 Population: 83,084 
 
 Growth: 10.3 percent 
 
5. Ames 
 
 2009 Population: 87,214 
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 2006 Population: 80,145 
 
 Growth: 8.8 percent 
 
Read the article at Forbes.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Jamison to lead Iowa Finance Authority  Power restored in north Ames 
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Reader Comments
The following are comments from readers. They do not necessarily represent the views of The Tribune or Amestrib.com.

Joe the Plumber wrote on Dec 8, 2010 1:51 PM: 
" I wish they wouldn't say fastest growing rank in anything. It draws opportunists like flies to egg factories and it does not benifit the city named 
in any way. "

 
Larry wrote on Dec 8, 2010 4:58 PM: 
" and 5th slowest in major street reconstruction! "

 
1hc23 wrote on Dec 8, 2010 6:16 PM: 
" So will this reduce the complaints from those who say that Ames should be doing a whole lot more to encourage more rapid growth 
and development, and that local developers should essentially be able to do whatever they want? I doubt it. "

 
what wrote on Dec 8, 2010 8:45 PM: 
" Yet we have declining enrollment in our school system. "

 
poco wrote on Dec 9, 2010 12:59 AM: 
" small city indeed, but, with big problems. "

 
Peter Orazem wrote on Dec 9, 2010 3:40 PM: 
" Forbes measure of growth is population increase based on Census estimates that become less accurate the farther we get from the 
2000 Census. The 2010 Census numbers are not in yet. The disconnect between school population (declining real numbers) and 
Census estimates (rising forecast numbers) suggests the Census may not be accurate. 
 
If they measured by jobs, Ames would be 1700 below where we were in October 2008 and exactly where we were in 2000. I am happy to be 
listed in these rankings, but most emphasize things that are easy to measure but have nothing to do with economic growth. 
We also score well in rankings that emphasize % of population with a college degree, another meaningless statistic that means every small 
town with a large college will rank high. "

 
keep it simple wrote on Dec 13, 2010 8:21 AM: 
" Now that is a puzzler, why on earth would you say the college degree statistic is meaningless? It reports a simple fact. Of course, the presence 
of ISU explains why a high % of Ames residents have college degrees. But just because you can explain why, does that somehow change 
the meaning or importance of an educated citizenry?  
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On the contrary, to me it is meaningful that people in town are well educated. Now, whether or not we consistently make educated decisions, 
well you may hear plenty of argument about that ...  
 
About the schools, some disparity comes from the fact that the vast majority of growth in Ames is to the north, and kids who move there go 
to Gilbert schools. This has been well discussed for a few years now. Until Ames provides neighborhood schools that kids can actually walk 
to, something you can not get in Gilbert-served areas, new residents will choose parts of Ames where busing is provided For many areas like 
the heart of town, schools are truly neighborhood-based for only a small % of the kids who go there; kids must walk long distances and/or 
cross busy roads which is impractical, so they end up getting a ride from by parents.  
 
Put or keep the elementary schools in town, near the homes. That's something you can't get in the Gilbert school district. "
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